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it Could’ve 
Been Worse 


Huskers slow down 
after record-setting first quarter 


NEBRASKA SCORED 
119 points —_ against 
Haskell on Nov. 24, 1910. 

According to its media 
guide, Nebraska has 
scored more than 100 
points three other times 
— 117 vs. Kearney State 
on Oct. 7, 1911; 102 vs. 
Creighton on Oct. 28, 
1905; and 100 vs. Nebraska Wesleyan on 
Oct. 6, 1917. 

For a while Saturday, it looked like 
the school record for 
points in a game was in 
danger. 

And it certainly 
looked like the “modern 
era” mark of 84 points 
against Minnesota by the 
“Scoring Explosion” on 
Sept. 17, 1983, would be 
surpassed. 

Baylor, which hadn’t 
scored in its previous 
two games, found itself 
down 7-0 after the 
game’s fourth play. It 
was 31-0 with 3:51 still to 
play in the opening quar- 
ter and 38-0 at the end of the first period. 
That was a school record for points in a 
first quarter. 

While the Bears couldn’t stop the 
Husker juggernaut, it slowed itself. It 
had something to do with playing 115 
players and several holding penalties 
that killed drives. 

But the first-quarter explosion and 
the 21 subsequent points were way more 
than enough to get the job done as 
Baylor suffered its third straight shutout, 
and the Huskers warmed up for 
Oklahoma. 

Instead of looking past the lowly 
Bears to the shootout in Norman, 
Nebraska kept its focus long enough to 
record another solid performance, along 
with resting its starters and getting the 


On Tue Cover 


Backup quarterback Jammal Lord 
stiffarms Baylor linebacker John 
Garrett during the Huskers’ 59-0 victo- 
ry. Photo by Scott Bruhn 
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reserves a lot of action. 

Although Oklahoma had the day off 
to prepare for Nebraska, the Huskers 
may have benefitted more from continu- 
ing to build the momentum that started 
in the fourth quarter of the Iowa State 
game. 

Counting that fourth quarter, the 
Huskers have outscored their oppo- 
nents 143-10 in the last nine quarters. 
The last three opponents have rushed 
for 37, 19 and 5 yards. That's impressive 
no matter who you're playing. 

The Oklahoma passing 
attack is impressive, but the 
Sooners will also have to 
run the ball to defeat 
Nebraska. That won't be 
easy against the rapidly 
improving Blackshirts. 

OU’s standout quarter- 
back Josh Heupel has gone 
three games without an 
interception. The Huskers 
will need to end that streak. 

You'll find a lot more 
about the much-anticipated 
Nebraska-Oklahoma game 
inside this issue. “State of 
the Huskers” and “From 
The Beat” offer insights into the 
Sooners’ resurgence and what Heupel 
means to the team. 

Contributing editor Mike Babcock 
has a special feature on three players 
who left Oklahoma to play for 
Nebraska. That didn’t happen in the old 
days. 

We also have another installment in 
the series on the 1970 national champi- 
onship team. That version of the 
Huskers scored 65 points in its Game 7. 

Against Baylor, the 2000 Huskers 
stopped at 59. Maybe they were saving 
some for this week in Norman. 
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Oklahoma Huskers 
Nebraska stepped up its recruiting efforts in 
Oklahoma when OU was down. By Mike Babcock 


The review of the Oklahoma game will be mailed Oct. 30. 
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Sometimes, perception is more 
important than reality, as Eric Crouch’s 
passing against lowa early in the sea- 
son illustrated. Even Coach Frank 
Solich thought he had thrown more 
than he did. 

And Solich was the one making the 
decisions to pass or run. “! thought 
we'd thrown quite a bit, to be very hon- 
est with you,” he admitted. “| was sur- 
prised that we'd only thrown it 13 
times.” 

The number 13 wasn't significant 
given that 10 were complete for 159 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Results are what Solich is looking 
for. The end justifies the means. 
“You're calling plays to move the ball. 
You're calling plays to try to put points 
on the board. You're calling plays to try 
to control the ball. And there is even a 
point in time when you're calling plays 
not to lose the game,” he said. 

Perhaps the best example of the last 
of those four was his late-game offen- 
sive conservatism against Southern _ 
Mississippi last season, when his goal = 
was simply to protect a 20-13 lead. 3 

In any case, “when you mix all of 
that, sometimes you do get surprised,” 
said Solich. 

“You get surprised sometimes by how 
many carries a back has had, how many 
receptions a receiver has had, or hasn't 
had. Our whole offense is based on that, 
calling plays to try to control the ball, try 
to get first downs, try to put points on the 
board. It really doesn’t make a great deal 
of difference to us who's getting that 
done. And | don’t believe it makes a great 
deal of difference to our team, either. 

“| think they just want to see points 
come. And they just want to see leads get 


HERE COME THE HUSKERS 
Junior linebacker Rocky Calmus, a 
candidate for All-Big 12 hon- 
ors, leads) Oklahoma’s 
defense. But Nebraska’s 
offense won't attempt to 
avoid him. That's not the 
Cornhuskers’ style. 


“We go against guys that 


are highly touted . . . we'll 
run right at them,” offensive 
tackle Jason Schwab earlier 
this season, when Nebraska 
was preparing to play against 
Missouri an All-American candidate 
Justin Smith. “We'll say, ‘Here we 
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Jason Schwab 


Nebraska Coach Frank Solich said he is some- 
times surprised by the statistics. 


to where we expand on leads, and it's a 
situation where it looks like we've got a 
game in control. 

“So sometimes you look back at a 
game and get surprised by your statis- 
tics.” 

Solich doesn’t want to be surprised 
by a low rushing total, however. Though 
he has reshaped the offense he inherited 
from Tom Osborne, he has retained 
Osborne’s commitment to the run. 


come. You're all this, all that. We'll 


“We're going to come 
right at you.” 

Schwab offered last sea- 
son's Fiesta Bowl game 
against Tennessee as an 
example. Volunteers line- 
backer Raynoch Thompson 
questioned how physical 
the Cornhuskers were. 

“We ran right at him, and 
he couldn't stop us,” 
Schwab said. 

“We don't run away from anybody. 
We never have, never will.” 


There have been subtle, and not-so- 
subtle, changes. But rushing has 
remained a constant. 

“| guess the bottom line is, whatever 
you do, you'd better do it really well. If 
you're a throwing team, you better 
throw it well. If you're a running team, 
you'd better run it well,” Solich said. 

“And you probably don’t want to 
give up on it and just all of a sudden 
say, ‘Well, OK, they stopped a drive or 
two so now let's be a great throwing 
team.’ It usually doesn’t work that 
way.” 

Even when Crouch does throw, he’s 
likely to do so off play-action rather 
than dropping back. 

“Can we be a good straight drop- 
back passing team?” Solich asked 
rhetorically. “| think so. But in 
order to be really good, you'd better 
put the ball in the air 25, 30, 35 times (a 
game). 

“And that’s not what we're going to 
do.” 

Solich has the weight of history to 
support him on that. Even in the early 
1970s, when Nebraska’s offense was 
more balanced between rushing and 
passing, no Cornhusker quarterback 
threw that often. Dave Humm averaged 
slightly more than 22 passes a game in 
1972. And that's the record. 

The lowa game also served to illus- 
trate Solich's attitude toward a passing 
philosophy. 

“Most people looked at lowa and felt, 
boy, what a nice job of throwing the foot- 
ball. 

The Hawkeyes completed 19-of-40 
passes, with one interception. “There are 
a lot of plays where that ball went incom- 
plete and were virtually wasted plays,” 
he said. “As good as it looked when the 
fullback caught a few and some of those 
under routes got caught, in the long run, 
when you add up the yardage, when you 
add the points on the board, that didn’t 
get it done for them.” 

Solich might not be in the mold of, 
say, former Texas Coach Darrell Royal or 
the late Woody Hayes, who maintained 
that three things can happen when the 
ball is passed and two of those things are 
bad — it can be incomplete or intercept- 
ed. But he is clearly committed to the 
run. 

“| don’t think that we just want to get 
into a passing game with great passing 
teams,” Solich said. 

The Cornhuskers’ next opponent, 
Oklahoma, figures to be the best passing 
team they'll face. m 


INTERNET EXCESS 

The rumors surrounding the extent of 
the health problems that plagued quar- 
terback Eric Crouch after the lowa game 
spread quickly on the Internet. Coach 
Frank Solich, who described the prob- 
lems only as “bumps and bruises,” heard 
the rampant and outrageous rumors, too. 

The rapid dissemination of informa- 
tion, and misinformation, by way of the 

—— Internet makes a 
coach's job more diffi- 
cult. “| think without 
question there are so 
many people on the 
Internet and there is 
so much information 
passed back and 
forth,” said Solich. “It 
just doesn’t go within 
a city or within a state. 
It goes across the 
country and so it becomes widespread, 
what's ever out there. 

“And, of course, what we've come to 
find out, what's on there, in a lot of cases, 
is very, very inaccurate. So it’s frustrat- 
ing; | don’t think there’s any question 
about it. In the past, before the Internet 
came into play, you really had to deal 
with reporters on that.” 

He punctuated that last remark with a 
smile. 


Eric Crouch 


UNPLEASANT IMAGE 

Senior defensive tackle Loran Kaiser 
recently offered a metaphor for blitzing 
that definitely wasn’t for the squeamish. 
“When you blitz, you blitz. You're peeling 
the skin back, you know? 

“You're flying through those holes 
and (if) you’ve got somebody that just 
squeaks through there, it’s hard to stop 
and change direction and then wrap up a 


” 


guy. 


CHANGE IS GOOD, OR NOT 

Solich and his assistants have consid- 
ered personnel changes to solve prob- 
lems on special teams and defense. But 
such changes haven't been rash. 

“One thing we don’t want to do is 
start making changes and then start to 
change back,” said Solich. “Pretty soon 
we'll have everybody wondering what's 
going on. So (when) a change comes, 
then it's definitely warranted. That means 
the player isn’t playing up to his potential 
and getting the job done at the position, 
and that the player behind him is playing 
better and showing that he can do it.” 

When carefully considered, changes 
aren't all that difficult to make, according 
to Solich. 

“| don't know that it’s difficult to bal- 
ance,” he said. “I don’t think you ever get 
down on a player. But yet, if he’s not per- 
forming at the level he needs to perform 
at to remain a starter, then that becomes 
obvious. It becomes obvious to the coach 
and the other guys on the team.” 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


NO EXTRA PRESSURE 

Even though Nebraska’s defense has been slow in developing because of its 
inexperience, the offense hasn't felt additional pressure to carry the load, accord- 
ing to senior split end Matt Davison. 

“Every year that I've been here, it's been the defense that is carrying the foot- 
ball team early in the season,” he said. “This year, it's a little different because all 
the experience that we had coming back is on offense. | think all the pressure that 
we have offensively we put on ourselves. 

“| think we feel like we should score every time we get the ball.” 

Quarterback Eric Crouch agrees. “That's our job. That’s our duty,” he said. 
“Every time we get the ball, we've got to go down and make a touchdown.” 


HIT EITHER WAY 

Crouch takes a pounding every game. It’s the nature of being a quarterback who 
runs options. So either I’m going to pitch the ball and get hit or I’m going to run 
and get hit,” he said. 

“I'm getting hit either way, and basically that causes for a pretty sore Sunday. 

“Some teams are a little bit more aggressive than others. But for the most part, 
it's pretty much the same. | take a pretty good shot every time | pitch the thing.” 


GO FOR IT 

If the Cornhuskers appear to be more aggressive on punt returns lately that’s 
probably because they are. “No longer will we automatically just stay at the 10- 
yard line and let balls fall over our head and take the chance of just letting it bounce 
into the end zone,” Coach Frank Solich said before the lowa State game. 

“Field position has been ridiculous so far this year.” 

Because of those field position concerns, “we're doing everything we can to 
make sure we get as good of field position as possible,” he said. “We may take our 
chances of catching the ball at the 5-yard line and 6-yard line, depending on how 
quickly coverage is down. 

“We've been lining up in safe punts so much that we need to make sure that it's 
not a deal where we're going to rely on the bounce of the ball. The way the ball 
bounces any more on grass, the way it bounces on FieldTurf, | don’t think there’s 
any guarantee that when it hits on the fly inside the 10, that (the ball) is going in 
the end zone. We'll take our chances.” 


TOUGH TO KNOCK DOWN 

Center Dominic Raiola usually finds himself blocking line- 
backers, which can make it difficult to get “pancake” or knock- 
down blocks. Even so, Raiola set the single-season record of 
140 last season. 

“Some of them squat down low,” he said of linebackers. 
“You've got to put a pretty good thumping on them to get them 
down. Some of them squat down and take the hit, but very sel- 
dom. Most of them run and keep running, so that when we pull, 
we (have to) lock on and keep driving.” 

The key to getting a “pancake” in that situation is, “they'll 
have to stop to try to make the play,” Raiola said. “That’s when you can knock them 
down. When they stop, they're off-balance.” 


Dominic Raiola 


STAYING HOME 

Nebraska women’s basketball coach Paul Sanderford could rest easier after 
receiving a commitment Oct. 12 from Katie Robinette, a 6-foot-2 senior at South 
Sioux City High School. Robinette, who is rated among the top college seniors in 
the nation, had narrowed her choices to Nebraska and lowa State. 


DOWN TWO 

The Nebraska soccer team dropped two spots to fourth in the NSCAA ratings 
after suffering its first loss of the season. Oklahoma snapped the Huskers’ 22-game 
conference winning streak on Oct. 15, with a 2-1 victory in Lincoln. 

The loss marked Nebraska's first-ever conference loss at home, and first loss to 
a league-foe since a 1-0 loss at Baylor on Nov. 11, 1998. NU had not lost a game 
since falling to then-No. 1 Santa Clara on Sept. 17, 1999. @ 
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Rivalry 
Resurrected 


Much has happened since Oklahoma 
came to Lincoln three seasons ago 


WHEN NEBRASKA LAST PLAYED 
Oklahoma, the Cornhuskers won 69-7. The 
time before that, they won 73-21. And the 
time before that, they won 37-0, for a com- 
bined 179-28. 

Oklahoma needed a break in the tradi- 
tion-rich series, which dates to 1912. And 
the Big 12 provided one because of the way 
it schedules inter-divisional conference 
games. 

The Cornhuskers and Sooners now play each other just 
twice every four years — unless, of course, they were to be 
matched in the Big 12 championship game. 

And that might happen this season. But first things first. 

Much has happened since Oklahoma came to Lincoln 
three seasons ago. Tom Osborne is no longer 
coaching, and has been enshrined in the College 
Football Hall of Fame, leaving the head coach's 
job to Frank Solich. And Bob Stoops has succeed- 
ed John Blake as Oklahoma’s coach. 

Solich has kept Nebraska among the nation’s 
elite, while Stoops has turned the Sooners into 
national title contenders once again. The rivalry 
has effectively been resurrected. 

Oklahoma, which eliminated any doubts 
when it upset then No. 2-ranked Kansas State 41- 
31 at Manhattan, will be nationally ranked in the 
game for the first time since 1993. 

And the Sooners aren’t just ranked; they're 
near the top, right behind Nebraska. 

So the Nebraska-Oklahoma game resembles 
those of the past, except that the explosive Sooner gence. 
offense depends on quarterback Josh Heupel’s 
left arm instead of his legs. 

Heupel, a senior from Aberdeen, S.D., by way of Snow, 
Utah, Junior College, completed 29-of-37 passes for 374 
yards and two touchdowns against Kansas State. He has 
thrown 118 consecutive passes, and 83 completions, without 
an interception. And he’s been intercepted only four times in 
210 attempts. 

For the season, he has completed 68.6 percent of his pass- 
es for 1,894 yards and 11 touchdowns. His numbers and the 
Sooners’ lofty ranking have earned him Heisman Trophy 
candidacy. 

Yes, it has come to pass at Oklahoma. That undeniable fact 
grates on the sensibility of college football traditionalists, 
and lends irony to Nebraska's eighth game of the season. 

Not all that long ago, the Sooners would have had an Eric 
Crouch-type quarterback. They might even have gone head- 
to-head with Nebraska in the recruitment of Bobby 
Newcombe. 

The Sooners always went after athletes like Newcombe 
and Crouch to play quarterback. But getting Crouch to leave 
Nebraska would have been difficult, if not impossible. 

It used to be that passers such as Heupel wouldn’t have 
felt welcome at Oklahoma. Troy Aikman, who is from 
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Bob Stoops has led 
the Oklahoma resur- 


Henryetta, Okla., played for the Sooners, briefly. Then- 
Coach Barry Switzer tried to adapt his offense to Aikman’s 
passing skills. But it was like trying to mix oil and water. 

So Aikman transferred to UCLA, which appreciated the 
forward pass more than the Sooners did. 

Oklahoma made a significant contribution to Nebraska's 
three national championships in Osborne’s final four sea- 
sons as coach because it caused him to change his offensive 
philosophy. 

The Cornhuskers lost eight of their first nine games 
against Oklahoma under Osborne, who concluded that in 
order to win against Oklahoma, he would need to play like 
Oklahoma. 

And that meant having a quarterback who could run. 

Switzer always had one: J.C. Watts, Jamelle Holieway and 
Charles Thompson among them. 

“We always had good throwers,” Osborne 
once said. “But we’d seem to get Oklahoma on 
the ropes and they’d have a quarterback with 
great option ability who would make a play to 
win. 

“We had a hard time beating anyone with 
speed at quarterback.” 

So Nebraska began recruiting quarter- 
backs with speed. “Certainly, we didn’t need to 
go to the wishbone,” said Osborne. “But we felt 
we needed to get more speed at quarterback.” 

Oklahoma became synonymous with the 
wishbone. And the quarterbacks made it go. 

Turner Gill wasn’t the first such quarter- 
back the Cornhuskers recruited. But he set the 
standard for a lineage that has included Tommie 
Frazier, Scott Frost and now Crouch. 

Gill also represented a recruiting triumph against 
Oklahoma. The Sooners were a close second to Nebraska for 
Gill, with Switzer trying to convince him that the 
Cornhuskers would make him into a defensive back. But 
they always wanted him to be an option quarterback. 

“Definitely, Coach Osborne mentioned that in recruiting,” 
Gill said. “He said, ‘We want to run some options and feel 
like you're a guy that can help us change a little bit of our 
philosophy.’ “ 

Nebraska was 3-0 against Oklahoma during Gill’s three 
varsity seasons — though he missed the 1981 game because 
of a lower-leg injury and Mark Mauer directed the 37-14 vic- 
tory. 

The Cornhuskers have won seven in a row and nine of the 
last 10 against Oklahoma. But these Sooners are more like 
the ones of old, which is the way it’s supposed to be. 

“Watch out, Huskers. You've got a date with destiny,” 
Daily Oklahoman sports editor Berry Trammel wrote fol- 
lowing Oklahoma’s upset of Kansas State. 

The challenge has been verbalized. And all is right in the 
world of college football. Except, maybe, for the Sooners’ 
passing offense. 

That will take some getting used to. 
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One Tough 
Customer 


Crouch earns respect 
of coaches, teammates 


HE KNOWS A GOOD THING. 

And Frank Solich knows the adage about 
not using a good thing too much. 

Another example came with just under 
seven minutes left in the first quarter 
against Texas Tech. On first down and 10 
from the Nebraska 42-yard line, Eric Crouch 
went for 40 yards, hitting the hole at the 
speed of light before a faulty downfield 
block by a receiver allowed him to get 
pushed out of bounds at the 18-yard line. 

Two plays later, on second and goal from the 3, Crouch 
scored on the same play, putting Nebraska up 14-0 with 5:22 
remaining in the opening quarter. Crouch 
added another score in the next quarter as 
Nebraska cruised to a 28-0 lead at halftime 
over Tech. 

But if Eric Crouch, and Crouch on the 
option, is the best thing the Cornhuskers 
have going for them — and he is — then 
don’t expect to see Crouch on the couch. 

“He's been beat up — he’s got bumps 
and bruises,” Solich said in the week lead- 
ing up to the game. “That's just the nature of 
being a quarterback.” 

While most fans see Crouch getting hit 
on running plays, they don’t often see him 
get hit when he doesn’t have the ball. But it 
does happen. Crouch often gets drilled after 
pitching the ball, just as he does when he 
passes. 

“Whether you're taking those hits in the 
running game or mainly from the passing 
game, they're still hits,” Solich said. “One 
thing about the running game, you general- 
ly see a guy coming at you. A lot of times in 
the passing game, you'll get blindsided without the knowl- 
edge that anyone is even going to have contact on that. So 
you're as vulnerable to injury from that as you are from run- 
ning your quarterback.” 

That Crouch has done so well game after game has solid- 
ified him as a primary option. 

“If you have tough player like Eric — he’s a very durable 
player — you keep using him,” Solich said. “I don’t think 
we've been in a game where we could say, ‘All right, now 
let's kind of put Eric on a shelf here, not necessarily take him 
out of the game, but maybe let’s not call his number.’ When 
you don’t call his number, then it’s pretty tough to take our 
offense out of what we do best.” 

Not since the days of Tommie Frazier have so many 
options plays been called that specify the quarterback carry 
the ball, although Scott Frost did get a lot of carries his sec- 
ond season as a starter, which was Frost's senior year. 

“On some of the options, (Crouch) is going to end up car- 
rying the ball,” Solich said. “Some he’s going to option off 
and get hit after he options. There are going to be some plays 
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Bob 
SCHALLER 


Quarterback Eric Crouch carried 
91 times for 530 yards in 
Nebraska's first six games. 


where he’s designed to run the ball, but that’s kind of like it 
is with a quarterback who throws it 50 times, he’s probably 
going to scramble five or six times. That's kind of the num- 
ber of plays that Eric would carry in a non-option game 
sometimes.” 

The key for Solich is that he not be forced to put Crouch 
“on the shelf” — as in keeping Crouch from getting injured. 

"T expect that he’s got as good a chance as any quarter- 
back to stay healthy,” Solich said, “Consequently, we'll keep 
using Eric as much as we have to, to get it done.” 

It could be argued that no one appreciates Crouch as 
much as Solich. Therefore, the coach would like to see his 
star quarterback honored at the end of the year, if things play 
out that way. That some national media con- 
tinue to overlook Crouch in early Heisman 
polls or All-American teams befuddles 
Solich. 

“T don’t think there’s any question that if 
you followed us, you would put him in the 
elite category of those guys you're looking 
at for All-American honors and those guys 
you're looking at for Heisman honors or 
whatever honors are out there,” Solich said. 
“T think he should be very big into those and 
be a candidate for any one of the awards out 
there. I think anybody that’s watched us 
play, and had had the opportunity to watch 
us play several games, knows what he’s 
meant to our offense.” 

And if those voters go by the numbers — 
both in wins and rankings, as well as 
Crouch’s running and passing yardage — 
Crouch should be in a good position. 

“He’s doing enough right now to prove 
what kind of football player he is,” Solich 
said. “He’s going to get a lot of snaps to 
where he’s vital in what we're getting done, so his ability 
will continue to show.” 

His ability is second to none. He's shown that time and 
again. It is Crouch’s leadership that has set him apart from 
so many others. Crouch is a warrior, beloved and respected 
by his teammates like no other. 

Think back to the win over lowa State, when Crouch was 
hit hard by the goal line. Ten Huskers formed a circle around 
their leader. Crouch, as usual, popped up, probably in more 
pain than he would ever admit to, but aware that his team 
would have to look to him at least one more time that game 
to answer the bell. 

He did — of course. 

“If the guy needed blood, I'd be at the front of the line,” 
said guard Russ Hochstein. 

They all would. @ 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the North Platte Telegraph 
and Scottsbluff Star-Herald. He can be reached at 
schallerrce@aal.com 
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With Heupel 


Senior quarterback gets much of the credit 
for Sooners’ resurgence 


PRAISE FOR JOSH HEUPEL right now goes 
a lot farther than an Oklahoma football fan 
can heave an orange. 

And it’s because of the Sooners’ senior 
quarterback — who led his team to a stun- 
ning 41-31 win at second-ranked Kansas 
State on Oct. 14 — that oranges are once 
again popular and a sight for sore eyes for 
any OU fan who suffered through the fall of 
the once-mighty Sooner nation. 

With Heupel, those fans now can see a reachable destina- 
tion — a trip to the Orange Bowl to play for the national 
championship. 

Isn’t that right, Barry Switzer? 

“This was no upset. Oklahoma was the best football team 
on this field,” said the Sooners’ wily ex-coach, who stood on 
the sideline and cheered, as OU ended Kansas 
State’s 25-game home winning streak. 

Oklahoma's 41 points were the most given 
up by Kansas State in Manhattan since 1990. 
And while Switzer’s team rolled up some big 
numbers against the Wildcats, the way they're 
doing it now makes him shake his head. 

Heupel, completing 29 of 37 passes, account- 
ed for 375 of Oklahoma's 386 yards. 

“Maybe I don’t understand this game any 
more.” Switzer told the Fort Worth Star- 
Telegram. “We just finished a game with 11 
yards rushing, and we won. 

“What do I think about it? Hey, I love it. 
That's the way they play the game these days. 
Everybody's doing it, so if that’s the way it is, 
great. This is an exciting team that wins, and 
that’s what matters.” 

Heupel is getting much of the credit for 
Sooners’ excitement level. 

Although Kansas State sacked him four times and hurried 
him 14 more with a variety of blitzes, Heupel still boosted 
his nation-best completion percentage to 68.6. 

The week before the game at Kansas State, he led a 63-14 
pasting of Texas. 

In the two games, Heupel completed 46 of 64 passes (71.9 
percent) for 649 yards with three touchdowns and no inter- 
ceptions. 

“He's “an extremely smart quarterback, I think great at 
analyzing defenses,” said Texas Tech Coach Mike Leach, 
who was OU’s offensive coordinator in 1999, when Heupel 
broke 10 school and five conference records. He’s “as good a 
quarterback from the neck up as anybody in the country, gets 
rid of the ball quickly, and I think (is) the biggest key and fac- 
tor to the offense at the University of Oklahoma.” 

K-State Coach Bill Snyder won't disagree. 

Snyder said Heupel reminds him of Chuck Long, a player 
he tutored while at lowa. Long was the runner-up to Bo 
Jackson in the 1985 Heisman Trophy balloting and now 
coaches Heupel. 


Curt 
McKEEVER 


raising the 


OU’s Josh Heupel has 
completed 68.6 percent 
of his passes. 


“They seem very similar in regards to personality and in 
regard to character,” Snyder said. “I think they both are 
extremely tough young guys . . . Great decision-makers, 
great poise. And a tremendous ability to place a ball in a spot 
where receivers have got a chance to get to it and defenders 
have no chance.” 

The 6-foot-2, 210-pound left-hander earned South Dakota 
high school player of the year honors in 1995, then signed 
with Weber State. 

After a redshirt season in 1996 and appearances in only 
four games in 1997, he transferred to Snow (Utah) Junior 
College, where he threw for 2,308 yards with 28 touchdowns, 
with five interceptions. 

Heupel then transferred to OU in January of 1999 and by 
the end of spring practice had been voted a captain. 

“T don’t know why he wouldn’t be mentioned in the top 
few people for the Heisman,” Oklahoma Coach 
Bob Stoops said. “He certainly to this point 
deserves it.” 

With Heupel, Stoops acts as if the sky is the 
limit. 

“We have been able to score points last year 
and most of this year, so I can’t say I’m totally 
surprised,” he said about the Sooners’ quick 
rise back to respectability. “We have an excep- 
tional quarterback. He has great poise and con- 
fidence and accuracy.” 

Heupel has fired a TD strike in 18 straight 
games and has thrown 188 passes without 
being intercepted. Nine times at Oklahoma he’s 
produced at least 270 yards passing in a game. 

“He’s as poised as any quarterback you're 
likely to see,” Stoops said. “We're not where we 
are without Josh. He has led us to 104 points against two 
highly ranked teams in two weeks, and I hope people are 
beginning to realize how good he is.” 

Can Heupel beat Nebraska by himself? 

Probably not. While the Sooners should score their share 
of points, they’ve also got to contend with a potent Nebraska 
offense that averages 306 pounds across the front compared 
to OU’'s defensive front average of 265 pounds. 

But as Snyder noted after the loss to the Sooners, “We told 
the team before the game that he can’t complete passes on his 
back. But we may have been wrong.” 

Heupel for Heisman? It sounds good. 

But come Jan. 3, he’d rather be clutching an orange in 
Miami. 

“As far as people talking about a national championship, 
time will tell,” Heupel said. “As far as where the program 
has come from, it has been a hard time at the University of 
Oklahoma. This tradition is based on championships, and 
that’s the level we want to get to.” 


Curt McKeever is a sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 
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Huskers stepped 
up efforts when 
OU was down 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


ven though he was only 9- 
years-old at the time, Jon 
Rutherford remembers the 
play vividly. He was watch- 
ing the game on television at 
home in suburban Oklahoma City. 
“That was when I was an OU fan,” 
he said. 
OU was Oklahoma, of course, and 
Coach Barry Switzer’s Sooners were 
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playing Nebraska in Lincoln in what 
reporters were describing as the 
“Game of the Century II.” 

The teams were undefeated and 
ranked No. 1 and No. 2 in the nation in 
the Associated Press poll. Nebraska 
was No. 1, switching places with 
Oklahoma the week of the game. 

The Cornhuskers took a 7-0 lead in 
the first quarter and held it until 
Oklahoma tied the score at 7 early in 
the second half. Then, with less than 
two minutes left in the third quarter, 
Sooner halfback Patrick Collins ran 65 
yards on an option to score what 
proved to be the winning touchdown. 

The 17-7 victory was Oklahoma’s 
fourth in a row against Nebraska. 

“That's one of the few memories I 
have about the OU-Nebraska game,” 
said Rutherford. 


They'd Soone 


Actually, that’s one of the few specif- 
ic memories the Cornhusker junior has. 
“T remember watching Keith Jackson 
make all those plays,” he said. “I used 
to be a big OU fan back when (Brian) 
Bosworth and (Jamelle) Holieway and 
all of them were there and had some 
good games with Nebraska. 

“Oh yes, I know the importance of 
that game.” 

Rutherford, an offensive lineman, is 
among three scholarship players from 
Oklahoma on this year’s Nebraska 
team. Nose tackle Jason Lohr and 
place-kicker Josh Brown are the others. 

Neither Brown nor Lohr, however, is 
as familiar as Rutherford with the 
Nebraska-Oklahoma tradition. Lohr, 
who’s from Tulsa, was born in 
Michigan and followed the fortunes of 
the Wolverines when he was young. 


Brown, who's from tiny Foyil, wasn’t 
interested in football until the seventh 
grade. 

Before that, “I spent a lot of time at 
church functions, a lot of soccer games, 
a lot of baseball games,” said Brown. “I 
probably hadn’t watched a college 
football game until the eighth grade.” 

After he did start paying attention to 
college football, he watched the 
Sooners. But “I didn’t really get into the 
rivalry until I got here and understood 
how deep it really went,” he said. 

The Nebraska-Oklahoma series has 
lost much of its luster since the 1987 
game Rutherford remembers so well. 
The Sooners have won only once since 
then, 45-10 at Norman in 1990. 

And because of the Big 12’s divi- 
sional set-up, the teams haven’t played 
each other since 1997, when Nebraska 


extended its winning streak in the 
series to seven, humiliating the 
Sooners 69-7 in Lincoln. 

Nebraska has won the last three 
games by a combined 179-28. 

There was a time, not all that long 
ago, when the Cornhuskers would 
never have gotten one scholarship 
recruit out of Oklahoma, much less 
three. “We didn’t even recruit it hard- 
ly,” said offensive line coach Milt 
Tenopir, whose recruiting territory 
includes Oklahoma. “We spot hit it. 
But we've only been recruiting the 
whole state for eight or nine years, 
probably, where we were hitting it 
heavy.” 

The late Victor Stachmus, a lineman 
from McAlester, is regarded as 
Nebraska’s first football scholarship 
recruit from Oklahoma, signing a letter 


Huskers 


of intent in 1988. 

Stachmus lost a battle with cancer 
and was never able to play. 

Will Shields, a guard and only the 
second true freshman to play in the 
Cornhuskers’ offensive line in the 
modern era, followed Stachmus in 
1989. Shields came from Lawton. 

Nebraska recruited five more play- 
ers on scholarship from Oklahoma 
high schools before getting Rutherford 
out of Midwest City in 1997 and Brown 
and Lohr in 1998. 

The Cornhuskers stepped up 
recruiting in Oklahoma when the 
Sooners fell on hard times. “That’s why 
we decided to go into it, because they 
were down and struggling,” said 
Tenopir. 

“And it wasn’t just Nebraska. Other 
people did it, too. Tennessee went in 
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SCHOLARSHIP RECRUITS FROM OKLAHOMA 


Player Class’ Position Hometown Letters 
there and robbed out a couple of three Victor Stachmus 1988 line McAlester 
good kids, and Notre Dame picked up Will Shields 1989 guard Lawton 1989-92 
one or two. That didn’t happen way Willis Brown 1992 wingback Edmond 1993 
back. Mike Minter 1992 rover Lawton 1993-96 
“They (the Sooners) got most every- Ben Rutz 1992 quarterback Oklahoma City 
thing, kind of like we do in Nebraska.” Josh Heskew 1993 center Yukon 1995-98 
Oklahoma aggressively recruited Kareem Sears 1995 linebacker Enid 1996 


Rutherford and Brown, while 
Oklahoma State was interested in Lohr 
as well as Brown, whose high school 


Josh Brown 1998 kicker 


Jon Rutherford 1997 offensive line Midwest City 1998- 


Foyil 1999- 


Jason Lohr 1998 nose tackle Tulsa 1998- 
*In addition to the three scholarship players, Nebraska's roster includes a fourth 


coach, Rick Antle, played for the Oklahoman, redshirted freshman Brad Bryan, a walk-on linebacker from Norman. 


Cowboys. 

The Sooners offered Rutherford a 
scholarship during the summer before having different coaches coming 
his senior year at perennial Class 6A _ through.” 
power Midwest City High. “I really John Blake was Oklahoma’s third 
wasn’t interested,” he said. “I didn’t head coach since Switzer departed 
tell them I wasn’t interested, but that after the 1988 season, following Gary 
really wasn’t where I wanted to go, just © Gibbs and Howard Schnellenberger. 
because of the situation. And Bobby Stoops would replace him 

“They were down in the bad times, in 1999. 
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Antle encouraged Brown to consid- 
er Oklahoma State, but the Cowboys 
“didn’t need any more kickers,” said 
Brown. “So he (Antle) supported my 
decision, thought I was real wise.” 

Oklahoma was a close second to 
Nebraska. “It really came down to 
whether I wanted to leave home or 
not,” he said. “And also the coaching 
situation. I didn’t think Blake would be 
there long. I was right. He left the next 
year. But Coach (Tom) Osborne didn’t 
stay a long time, either.” 

Osborne stepped aside following 
the season before Brown arrived. 

Lohr visited Oklahoma State and 
then Nebraska. And when the 
Cornhuskers offered him a_scholar- 
ship, he readily accepted. “I was kind 
of like, ‘Wow, the No. 1 team in the 
nation,’ “ he said. “They had just won 
a national championship, and that 
kind of caught my eye.” 

Though one of the principals at 
Jenks High School was a Nebraska fan 
— “he might have been from here, I 
don’t know,” said Lohr — he knew lit- 
tle else about the Cornhuskers. 

He didn’t know much about 
Oklahoma, either. But he does now. 

“My mom always keeps me updat- 
ed on them because she hears a bunch 
of stuff,” Lohr said. “They keep talking 
about the Nebraska-Oklahoma match- 
up coming up. 

“So I hear all kinds of crap that she 
tells me.” 

Rutherford’s dad Bob, who is the 
pastor at the Meadowwood Baptist 
Church in Midwest City, brings up the 
rivalry, too. “He tells me right now, 
“You and Lohr and Brown know about 
how big the rivalry is down here, but 
you better make sure everybody else 
does,’ “ Rutherford said. 

Actually, Lohr and Brown don’t 
know how big the rivalry is, or at least 
they didn’t. But the point is well taken. 
The Sooners are enjoying a resurgence 
under Stoops. And it'll be more diffi- 
cult to recruit players in Oklahoma. 
“It'll be tougher now to get people out 
of there,” said Tenopir. 

“Because they’re back on track it 
looks like.” 
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Husker defensive 
tackle Slechta could 
play only one position 
in youth league 


eremy Slechta was a “black- 
said. 


striper,” though not by choice. 
“T was always one of those, 
ever since I put on pads,” he 

Playing youth league football in 
LaVista, Neb., “we had to put a black 
stripe around our helmets to signify we 
were over the weight limit to carry the 
ball,” he said. 

“T always had to play line.” 

Nebraska's junior defensive tackle 
is comfortable with his position now. 

But when he was younger, he 
thought being forced to play line was 
unfair. “No one says, ‘I want to be a 
lineman,’ “ he said. “Everyone wants to 
score the touchdowns or throw the 
Passes.” 

So when he got to junior high, and 
no longer was a black-striper, he tried 
to change positions. He was deter- 
mined to become a tight end, play a 
position “where I could get the ball.” 

But on the first day of practice, he 
ran a pass route and dropped the pass. 

The other receivers responded with, 
“Oops, you're a lineman.” 

“IT was kind of demoted quickly,” 
said Slechta. “I just had to take what I 
got.” 

In retrospect, being relegated to the 
line was a positive for Slechta, who 
earned prep All-America honors as a 
senior at Papillion-LaVista High School 
as a defensive lineman. 

It also enabled him to make good on 
a childhood claim. 

When he was small, he used to tell 
his grandmother that she would be 
watching him playing college football 
one day. In fact, “I actually ended up 
telling a lot of people that,” he said. 

“Everybody would say, ‘Well, do 
you know what the chances are of 
someone playing in college?’ They 
were giving me a breakdown. Nobody 
wanted me to be heart-broken.” 

Nevertheless, he was still telling 
people of his plans when he was “10, 
11, 12” years old. 

If not for his mom Alice, he might 
not have had the opportunity to start 
working on his plan. The size that 
forced him to wear a black stripe on his 
helmet nearly kept him off the field 
altogether. 
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The youth football league in LaVista 
had a weight limit. And parents of 
some of the other kids in the league 
“raised a big stir because I came real 
close to not making it,” Slechta said. 

The league held a parents meeting 
to discuss the matter. 

“Other parents were complaining, 
‘Hey, Jeremy is too big. He’s going to 
hurt our little boys.’ My mom went to 
bat for me,” said Slechta. ‘She told 
everybody at that meeting, ‘Well, if 
your boys are too little and they can’t 
play football, then tell them to go out 
and play soccer.’ 

“My mom usually kind of sits back. 
She’s not one of those parents that sits 
at a game and yells and gets real vocal. 
But she likes to watch me play. And I’m 
really glad she did that for me.” 

She kept her confrontation with the 
league and other parents quiet, howev- 
er. 

It wasn’t until about two years ago 
“when I first heard that,” Slechta said. 

Even though he told his grandmoth- 
er that he would someday play football 
for Nebraska, Slechta didn’t make a 
commitment to the Cornhuskers when 
he was first offered a scholarship. 

“IT was kind of interested in 
Michigan a little bit,” he said. “I don’t 
know if I would have actually gone 
there, but I kind of wanted to get out of 


on the Line 


here, and I thought about Michigan. 

“Every kid that grows up in 
Nebraska that’s good at football seems 
to play for Nebraska. 

“T just thought, maybe I'll be differ- 
ent and go somewhere else, surprise 
everybody. Guys who do that, I respect 
their decision if they want to go some- 
where else. But that just wasn’t for 
me.” 

Before coming to that realization, 
Slechta told Tom Osborne, who was in 
his last season as Cornhusker head 
coach, that he wanted to take some 
recruiting trips, and fly. 

He told Osborne he had never 
flown, or been anywhere except 
Nebraska and Iowa. “Coach Osborne 
told me on the phone, ‘Well, we don’t 
usually do it, but I suppose if you real- 
ly wanted us to, we could fly you 
down here to Lincoln.’ He was just 
kind of joking with me,” said Slechta. 

It never came to that, and he never 
visited any other schools. “I’m glad I 
ended up staying here,” he said. “I 
think I would have got real homesick. 
Living here in Lincoln, if I want to go 
back on a weekend and see my mom or 
something, it’s just an hour’s drive to 
Omaha. 

“I'm definitely a momma’s boy.” 

And obviously his mom is the for- 
mer black-striper’s biggest fan. 
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Congratulations to: 
Kevin Irish, Paul McCune, 
Linie Humpal & Mike Fahey 
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THE NEBRASKA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 


CHAMPIONS CLUB 


Tailgating in Lincoln will be better than ever 
with the new Nebraska Alumni Association 
Champions Club. Imagine setting up every week 
in your own familiar spot before the game to 
meet with friends and relive NU gridiron 
glories. 

Too hot or too cold outside? Then > 
stroll over to the clubhouse — only a few 
steps from your car — and grab a bite to 
eat, keep track of the pre- and post- 
game festivities via HuskerVision, and #4 
check the other satellite monitors to make 
sure Texas and Florida State are still losing. 

Running a little late? No hurry — your spot 
is reserved and waiting only a few paces from 
Memorial Stadium, and you'll be able to check the 
club’s tower to see exactly how much time remains 
before the Huskers take on another victim. 
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This scenario will soon be a reality. Located 


directly across from Memorial Stadium, the 
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Nebraska Alumni Association Champions Club 
will provide a two-story gathering place 
with secure, adjacent parking for alumni 
and Husker supporters on home game 

Y days, beginning in the fall of 2001. 
Become a Founding Member 
of the Nebraska Alumni Association 
Champions Club and enjoy all the 
member benefits, which are guaranteed 
for the next 25 years on home 


aj 


ss 


game days. 

For more information or to join the 
Nebraska Alumni Association Champions Club, 
call Andrew Washburn or Jon England toll free at 
1-888-353-1874. Space is filling up fast — don’t be 
left out. 


Visit us on the Web at: 


1-888-353-1874 


’ www.zhuskers.com 


Nebraska’s Dan Alexander plows 
for yardage Epa Baylor. The 
ba 104 yards 


Stories by Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


22 OCT. 28, 2000 


Keyuo Craver blocks a punt by Baylor's 
Adam Stiles (left) and then recovers the 
football in the end zone (above) for the 
Huskers’ first touchdown. 


Subs take over 
after Huskers 
score 38 points 
in first quarter 
against Baylor 


fter Nebraska’s 
second series of 
the third quar- 
ter in its 59-0 
victory against 


Baylor, Jason 
Schwab took off 
his pads, 


wrapped his knees in ice and began 
encouraging the “youngsters.” 

The senior offensive tackle would 
have preferred to continue playing, 
of course. But he was more than will- 
ing to step aside and allow the back- 


ups to see significant action. 

“T can relate,” he said. “I watched 
for two years.” 

When the score reached 38-0 in the 
first quarter, “I could see everybody 
lighting up,” said Schwab, who also 
could see the eager back-up players 
beginning to crowd around their 
position coaches, just to make sure 
they could hear their names when 
they were called to go in. 

The coaches “probably were get- 
ting claustrophobic with all the peo- 
ple,” he said. 


Keyuo Craver 


Craver’s Play 
Starts Husker 
Scoring Parade 


Cornerback Keyuo Craver, 
like Nebraska’s other starters, 
didn’t get a lot of playing time 
in the Cornhuskers’ 59-0 victory 
against Baylor. But he made the 
most of the time he had. 

The junior from Harleton, 
Texas, got Nebraska off to a fast 
start by blocking Baylor’s first 
punt and recovering the ball in 
the end zone for a touchdown 
less than two minutes into the 
game. 

“We wanted to come in with 
a knockout blow, right from the 
get-go and make a statement, 
knock them out of the boat,” 
said Cornhusker’ defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl. 

“I think our guys had that 
mentality. They bought into it. 
And we accomplished that.” 

Craver also sacked Guy 
Tomcheck, the second quarter- 
back Baylor used, for a 3-yard 
loss late in the first quarter. His 
was the second of three sacks 
for Nebraska in the game. 
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Nebraska suited up 132 players. 
And 115 of them got in the game, 
including at least 20 interior offen- 
sive linemen — who cleared the way 
for 15 different ball carriers. 

Five of those 15 rushed for at least 
one touchdown, led by I-backs Dan 
Alexander and Correll Buckhalter, 
each of whom rushed for two scores 
and gained a combined 180 yards. 

Alexander rushed for 104 yards on 
14 carries and was out of the game 
for good with four minutes left in the 
first half. Buckhalter carried only six 
times, but averaged 12.7 yards per 
carry. 

Nebraska was “executing at a high 
level,” Alexander said. 

The Cornhuskers were executing 
at such a high level and scoring with 
such regularity, in fact, that quarter- 
back Eric Crouch only played during 
the first quarter. Coach Frank Solich 
wanted to make sure that Crouch is 
well-rested and 100-percent healthy 
for the next game at Oklahoma. 

“If we weren’t thinking ahead, we 
wouldn’t have had Eric out of there 
because we always play our starters 
through the first half,” said Solich. “I 
mean, that’s almost always the case. 
But we want to make sure we're giv- 
ing our guys the best chance going 
into this thing in terms of being 
healthy. 

“They (the Sooners) didn’t have to 
worry about that. They didn’t have a 
game.” 

Oklahoma had an off-week after 
impressive victories against Texas 
and Kansas State. 

“We needed a game like this 
before Oklahoma,” Schwab said. 
“Eric, he’s out in the first quarter. 
He’s done dealing, and that’s great. 
He was a little banged up coming 
into this game. 

“Now he’s got a little more time to 
heal. We'll all, for sure, be 100 per- 
cent come Saturday.” 

With Crouch on the sideline, 
wearing a Boston Red Sox hat, red- 
shirted freshman Jammal Lord took 
the majority of snaps for the 
Cornhuskers, who rushed for 459 
yards. 

Lord carried 10 times for 37 yards 
and a touchdown and completed 3- 
of-6 passes for 26 yards. “I didn’t 
throw the ball as well as | wanted to, 
but other than that, I did OK,” he 
said. 

Lord’s first play was a 25-yard 
pass to split end Matt Davison. But 
Solich wasn’t inclined to let him 
throw much and asa result, “we may 
have hampered him a little bit in 
play-calling,” said Solich. “To be 


Baylor tailback Darrell Bush runs into a 
wall of Blackshirts, including Chris 
Kelsay (57), Scott Shanle (43) and Jason 
Lohr (70). The Huskers held the Bears to 
just 5 net yards rushing in 27 attempts. 


honest with you, we would have 
liked to work our passing game a lit- 
tle bit more, probably with Eric as 
well as (with) Jammal. But the game 
got out of hand really so quickly.” 

It got out of hand to the point 
where “I don’t think it would have 
been good for anybody,” he said. “So 
we wanted to make sure we still 
gave everybody a great chance to 
have success. (But) we decided to do 
very, very little, basically, from the 
second quarter on in the throwing 
game.” 

The Cornhuskers led 21-0 less 
than six minutes into the first quar- 
ter. 

Cornerback Keyuo Craver initiat- 
ed the scoring onslaught, which 
broke the school record for first- 
quarter points, by blocking an Adam 
Stiles punt and recovering the ball in 
the end zone. 

“They just brought everybody,” 
Stiles said. 

Craver, DeAntae Grixby and 
Terrell Butler all got to him. 

Those points would have been 
enough, given Nebraska's first 
shutout of the season. The 
Blackshirts forced Baylor to go three- 
downs-and-out on five of the Bears’ 
first six series. 

But the Cornhuskers scored on 
eight consecutive possessions fol- 
lowing the punt block. 

“Tt was an excellent first quarter 
for us, really a very good first half for 
us,” said Solich. “We had, really, 
nothing but great field position 
almost the entire first half, so when 
you're executing very well and 
you've got great field position, good 
things are going to happen for you. 

“And certainly they happened to 
us in this ball game.” 

That was always the case in the 
second half, however. Nebraska was 
beset by holding penalties during 
the third quarter and finished with 
an untypical 12 penalties totaling 109 
yards. 

“We made some mental mis- 
takes,” Lord said. 

Some of those mistakes probably 
could be attributed to the liberal sub- 
stitutions. 

“Maybe that’s why,” he said. 
“That could be a reason. I’m not 
sure.” 

The important thing was that 
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players who have had limited oppor- 
tunities this season finally got a 
chance, according to Schwab, who 
‘just cheered the youngsters on. 
They did a good job overall,” he said. 
“That's one thing about our offensive 
line, we're so tight, we're like broth- 
ers.” 

So he never lost interest. “It’s like 
an older brother wanting to watch 
his younger brother,” he said. 


TH” NCHES 


Notes And Quotes From The Baylor Game 


NO-DIMENSIONAL, SORT OF 


Nebraska's defensive philosophy includes stopping the running game and mak- 
ing opposing offenses one-dimensional. And the Blackshirts definitely accom- 
plished that against Baylor. 

The Bears finished with a net of 5 yards rushing on 27 carries. They weren't 
much more effective passing, however, completing only 7-of-29 for 79 yards and 
four of their seven first downs. 

“| was really pleased with how our defense came out from the start,” said 
defensive coordinator Craig Bohl. “At times during the course of the year, we've 
been a little bit sluggish. 

“| think we've made improvements these last couple of weeks. And so we want- 
ed to come out with a hard edge and really establish the tempo. | think we accom- 
plished that.” 

Baylor's 84 yards of total offense were the lowest Nebraska has allowed during 
Frank Solich’s tenure as head coach and they were the fewest since 1997, when 
Kansas managed only 48 yards. 

Bohl qualified the 84-yard total, however. “Rushing defense, at times, can be 
somewhat misleading because you're dealing with sacks that are figured in with 
it,” he said. 

The Cornhuskers had three sacks for 10 yards in losses. 

“| will say this though, for the most part we have been solid versus traditional 
running plays. The runs that have popped out early in the year have been plays 
usually by a quarterback scramble or a naked bootleg, something of that nature,” 
Bohl said. “For the most part, things that would be off-tackle power plays, isola- 
tion plays, traditional running plays, we've played those things quite well.” 


FRAZIER’S ENDORSEMENT 

Tommie Frazier, who set the standard by which subsequent Cornhusker quar- 
terbacks would be measured, returned to Memorial Stadium as Baylor's running 
backs coach. 

The 1995 runner-up to Ohio State’s Eddie George for the Heisman Trophy 
endorsed Nebraska’s Eric Crouch for the award as the nation’s best collegiate 
football player. 

“| really didn’t see much of him today,” Frazier said of Crouch, who played only 
the first quarter. “But what | did see was every bit as good as what everybody is 
saying. 

“He deserves to be a Heisman Trophy candidate, and if he keeps playing the 
way he is, he might win it. All he needs to do is keep playing in the system and 
keep playing within himself.” 


Crouch averaged 9.2 yards per carry and scored a touchdown, his 11h of the 
season. But he carried only five times and threw only six passes, completing two 
for 23 yards. 

“We have guys in the running for some honors out there and not to play a 
whole game, sometimes you look at that and you wonder a little bit about that,” 
said Solich. 

“But | don’t think there’s any question that the guys we have up for national 
honors are truly great players and are deserving of those national honors. And so 
I'm sure today, in terms of playing as little as some of those guys did, (it) will not 
be a setback for any of them.” 

Despite his brief time, Crouch had a significant impact on the game, leading the 
Cornhuskers to four touchdowns and a field goal before giving way to redshirted 
freshman Jammal Lord. 


“That's the way we look at it. We've Nebraska’‘s defense has allowed only one field goal in the last two games. “We 

always got our eye on somebody are a lot better on defense,” said rush end and co-captain Kyle Vanden Bosch. 

each play.” That despite the fact senior tackle Loran Kaiser again was sidelined by an 
Schwab also had his eye on the injured foot. 

stands from time to time. “We are a lot better team than we were three weeks ago,” Vanden Bosch said. 
“T tell you what, I get kind of hun- He was assessing the entire team, not just the defense. : 

gry watching everybody eat those “Starting the season at No. 1, we took a lot of things for granted and we kind 

hotdogs,” he said. “I kind of wanted of had a gut-check,” he said. “These last couple of games, we really want to come 


to sneak a couple through the fence. andiprove someting? 
But I don’t know that the coaches Our defense, our offense and special teams, everybody’s hungry right now.” 


would like that too much.” @ 
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Big 12 Standings 


North 
Conf. All 
Nebraska 4 0 7 
Kansas State 3 1 7 
lowa State 2 2 5 
Kansas 2 2 4 
Missouri 1 3 2 
Colorado 1 3 1 
South 
Conf All 
Oklahoma 3 0 6 
Texas 3 1 5 
Texas A&M 3 1 5 
Texas Tech 1 3 5 
Oklahoma State 0 3 2 
Baylor 0 4 2 


Oct. 21 results 
Nebraska 59, Baylor 0 
Kansas State28, Texas Tech 23 
Kansas 23, Colorado 15 
Texas 46, Missouri 12 
Texas A&M 30, lowa State 15 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State idle 

Nonconference opponents 

Notre Dame 42, West Virginia 28 
Ohio State 38, lowa 10 
San Jose State 49, Nevada 30 
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Sept. 2 
Sept. 9 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 
Nov. 25 


Sept. 2 
Sept. 16 
Sept. 23 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 
Nov. 4 
Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 


Upcoming 
Opponents’ 


Schedules 
Oklahoma (6-0) 


Texas-El Paso, W 55-14 
Arkansas State, W 45-7 
Rice, W 42-14 

Kansas, W 34-16 

at Texas (Dallas), W 63-14 
at Kansas State, W 41-31 
Nebraska 

at Baylor 

at Texas A&M 

Texas Tech 

at Oklahoma State 


Kansas (4-3) 
at SMU, L 31-17 
Ala.-Birmingham, W 23-20 
So. Illinois, W 42-0 
at Oklahoma, L 34-16 
Kansas State, L 52-13 
at Missouri, W 38-17 
Colorado, W 23-15 
Texas Tech 
at Nebraska 
Texas 
at lowa State 


At Oklahoma 
Oct. 28 


Location: Norman, Okla. 
Enrollment: 25,000 

1999 record: 7-5 

Coach: Bob Stoops, 2nd 

year 

Series: Oklahoma leads series 39-36-3 


11 a.m. (ABC), 
Memorial Stadium, Norman, Okla. 


Sooner to Watch 


Quarterback Josh Heupel is not 
just setting season records, but he is 
beginning to knock off several 
Oklahoma career records. 

In just his second season after 
transfering from Snow (Utah) Junior 

College, Heupel 
has passed cur- 
rent OU assistant 
Cale Gundy (1990- 
93) to rank No. 1 
in career comple- 
tions (454) and 


touchdown pass- 

es (41). He trails 

— Gundy in passing 

yardage by 788, and his 63.9 percent 
completion mark is second to the 
64.2 by Hugh McCullough (1937-38). 


This season, Heupel has complet- 
ed 144 of 210 for 1,894 yards and 11 
touchdowns. He has been intercept- 
ed four times but has gone three 
games without being picked off. 


Quick Facts 


OU’s 6-0 start is its best since 
1987, and the No. 3 AP rating is its 
highest since also being ranked third 
prior to the 1988 USC game. 

Senior J.T. Thatcher has proved 
to be a valuable all-around player for 
the Sooners. As a free safety, he has 
made 34 tackles and has six inter- 
ceptions. He has averaged 31.6 
yards on kickoff returns, including a 
93-yarder, and 16.7 on punt returns, 
including a 66-yard touchdown. 


Kansas 
Nov. 4 


Location: Lawrence, Kan. 
Enrollment: 26,297 

1999 record: 5-7 
Coach: Terry Allen, 4th 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 82-21-3 


Time TBA 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


OCT. 28, 2000 


HUSKERS TAKE WILD RIDE ON SOONER SCHOONER 
AND KEEP FIRM GRIP ON #1 NATIONAL RATING! 


Brian Hill 
Editor 

It really is good to see 
Oklahoma back on Nebraska's 
schedule, and it’s good for the Big 
12 Conference that the Sooners are 
back in high gear. This battle of 
high-powered offenses, which 
could be a preview of the Big 12 
Championship, will be won in the 
trenches. It says here that 
Nebraska is better . . . on both 
sides of the ball. Nebraska 34, 
Oklahoma 27 


Mike Babcock 

Contributing Editor 
The “Game of the Century” at 
Norman ended 35-31 in Nebraska's 
favor. If, as has been suggested, 
this game could merit such consid- 
eration when this century ends, 
then figure on the Cornhuskers 
winning another close one. 

Nebraska 35, Oklahoma 31 


Bob Schaller 
Contributing Writer 

| believe in my head and my 
heart that Oklahoma can beat 
Nebraska this year. And | know 
Oklahoma can hang 40 on the 
Blackshirts. But two words force 
me to throw everything else out the 
window and pick Nebraska: Eric 
Crouch. Nebraska 46, Oklahoma 
43 (ot) 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island (Neb.) 
Independent Sports Editor 
What's this? Nebraska playing 
Oklahoma in a battle of top-ranked 
teams with conference and nation- 
al championship implications. It’s 
as if we've fallen into a time warp. 
However, these pass-happy 
Sooners are nothing like Barry 
Switzer’s crew. You also have to be 
able to run to beat the Huskers. 
Nebraska 41, Oklahoma 24 
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Baylor vs. Nebraska 
Oct. 21, 2000 « Lincoin, Neb. 


Baylor Oo 


First Downs 7 sin 
Rushing 2 21 
Passing 4 2 
Penalty 1 0 

Rushing Attempts 27 67 

Yards Gained Rushing 62 485 

Yards Lost Rushing 57 26 

Net Yards Rushing 5 459 

Net Yards Passing 79 49 
Passes Attempted 29 12 
Passes Completed 7 5 
Had Intercepted 0 0 

Total Plays 56 79 

Total Net Yards 84 508 
Avg. Gain Per Play 1.5 6.4 

Fumbles-Lost 4-2 3-0 

Penalties-Yards 2-20 12-109 

Punts-Yards 12-453 3-144 
Avg. Per Punt 37.8 48.0 

Punt Returns-Yards 2-17 9-145 

Interceptions-Yards 0-0 0-0 

Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 

Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-38 0-0 

Possession Time 25:18 34:42 


- Score By Quarters 


NU — Keyuo Craver 19-yard 
blocked punt return (Josh Brown 
kick) 


NU — Dan Alexander 15-yard 


run (Brown kick) 


NU — Alexander 2-yard run 


(Brown kick) 


NU — Brown 33-yard field goal 
NU — Eric Crouch 14-yard run 


(Brown kick) 


yard 


NU — Correll Buckhalter 36- 4 


run (Brown kick) 
NU — Jammal Lord 2-yard run 


(Brown kick) 


NU — Buckhalter 7-yard run 


(Brown kick) 


NU — Dahrran Diedrick 23-yard 


run (Brown kick) 


Att. — 77,959 
Temp. — 62 


Indiwidual Leaders 


BAYLOR 


Name Att. Yds. YPC LNG TD 
Ricks, C. 6 28 4,7 14 0 
Bush, D. 12 7 1.4 7 0 
Tomcheck, G. o 2 0.5 8 0 
Barnett, M. 1 0 0.0 0 0 
Dossett, M. 1 9 9.0 i] 0 
Dixon, K. 2 -10 5.0 it] 0 
Team 1 -23 -23.0 0 0 
Name C-A-I Pet. Yds TD 
Tomcheck, G. 7-26-0 26.9 79 0 
Dixon, K. 0-3-0 00.0 0 0 
Name No. yPC LNG TD 
O'Steen, L. 3 be 7.0 10 0 
Obriotti, A. 1 23 23.0 23 | 0 
Newhouse, R. 1 13 13.0 13 0 
Quiroga, R. 1 11 11.0 W 0 
Schoessow, C. 1 11 11.0 11 0 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
Stiles, A i. 453 “a f 57 
Team 0 0 
PUNT RETURNS 
Name Nes Yds. ane eh TO 
Hart, B. 17 0 
KICKOFF RET URNS. 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Burkins, E. 2 38 19.0 29 0 
DEFENSE 
Name AT TT FL Int. Sacks 
Baxter, G. % 412 0 0 i) 
Garrett, J. 5 3 8 0 0 0 
James, O. 3 Get @ 0 i] 
Lary, J. 2 ts eae A 0 0 0 
Amendola, M. 4 2 6 #O 0 0 
Stevenson, K. 2 4 6 0 0 0 
Bowie, M. 3 2 52-12 0 0 
Micheaux, K. 2 3 65 0 0 0 
Cash, D. 2 2 4 1-2 tt] 0 
Hicks, T. 3 0 3 1-1 0 0 
Chaisson, K. 1 2 3 1-6 0 0 
lay, E. 1 23 0 0 it) 
Al- Xentn, Ss. 1 ha 4 0 0 it) 
Samples, J. 0 22 0 0 0 
Simmons, J. 0 2 2 #0 0 tt] 
Gillenwater, R- 1 BF 0 0 0 
Williams, K. 1 pote o 0 0 
Hart, B. 1 RB 0 0 0 
Harding, D. 1 0 1 0 0 0 
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Name Att. yPc LNG TD 
Alexander, D. 14 Yes. 7.4 30 2 
Buckhalter, C. 6 76 12.7 36 2 
Diedrick, D. 9 75 7.7 30 1 
Davies, J. 2 61 30.5 57 0 
Crouch, E. 5 46 9.2 7 1 
Lord, J. 10 37 3.7 9 1 
Collins, T. 5 27 5.4 10 0 
Kast, P. a 22 5.5 8 0 
Miller, R. 2 8 4.0 5 0 
Albertson, M, 1 6 6.0 6 0 
Grixby, D. 2 5 2.5 a 0 
Tomasevicz, C. 1 2 2.0 2 0 
Miller, W. 1 2 2.0 2 0 
Chrisman, J. 4 0 0.0 2 0 
Lindstrom, B. 1 6 6.0 0 0 
Name C-A-| Pet. Yds. TD 
Lord, J. 3-6-0 50.0 26 
Crouch, E. 2-6-0 33.3 23 
Name No. Yds. YPC LNG TD 
Gibson, J. 2 1 0.5 5 0 
Davison, M. 1 25 25.0 25 0 
Bowling, J. 1 13 13.0 13 0 
Newcombe, B. 1 10 10.0 10 0 
Name - Yds. Av: ets 
Hadenfeldt, D. 144 48.0 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Newcombe, B. 3 80 26.7 39 0 
Cornelson, B. 2 38 19.0 21 0 
Craver, K. 1 19 19.0 19 0 
Demps, M. 2 8 4.0 6 0 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD 
Walker, J. a 14 14.0 14 0 
Grixby, D. 11 11.0 1 0 
Name Int. Sacks 
Vanden Bosch, K. 48 3" ‘v 3.11 0 15 
Shanle, S. 1 4 5 11 0 0 
Booker, D. 2 2 4 «1-9 0 0 
Stella, R. i3 +* 0 tt) 0 
Johnson, B. > a | 3 1-23 0 0 
Slechta, J. 1. 2 3 «145 0 0 
Burrow, J. o0636=C3 0 0 0 
Vedral, M. 1 1 2 1-15 0 0 
Craver, K. 1 1 2 1-3 0 13 
Ricketts, P. 2m 2 0 0 0 
Tata, T. 012 2 0 0 tt) 
Mooberry, B. 1 0 1 1-2 0 1-2 


Nebraska Coach Frank Solich (left) and 
Baylor Coach Kevin Steele, a former NU 
assistant, share a laugh before the game. 


RUSHING LEADERS. 


Name 

Alexander, D. $ 

Crouch, E. 7 

Buckhalter, C. 7 

Diedrick, D. 7 

Davies, J. 7 

Miller, W. 7 

Lord, J. 5 

Grixby, D. 7 

Collins, T. 2 

Kastl, P. 5 6 26 

Miller, R 3 4 18 

Newcombe, B. 7 7 16 

Chrisman, J. 3 5 8 

PASSING 

Name G C-A-I Pet. 

Crouch, E. i 47-96-5 49.0 

Lord, J. 5 5-111 45.5 
RECEIVING 

Name No. Yds. 

Wistrom, T. § 14 247 We 

Davison, M. 7 13 253 19.5 

Newcombe, B. 7) 1.178 16.0 

Buckhalter, C. 7 3 68 22.7 

Bawil0ge J. 7 3: 338 12.7 

Gibson, J. 7 Le 3.0 

Davies, J. 7 Zi ee 11.0 

Alexander, D. 7 2 ate 8.5 

Golliday, A 6 1 7 7.0 

Name G Att. Good 

Brown, J. 7 6 3 

Name lo. Yds. = Avg. 

Hadenfeldt, D, 24 1050 43.8 

Brown, J. 1 28 28.0 


YPG 


28 


DEFENSIVE LEADERS 


Name FL 


Polk, C. $ a Hi 2-14 
Stella, R. 7 20 ie 35 7-22 
Craver, K. 7 18 13 31 4-15 
Shane, S, 7 15 16 31 2-2 
Vanden Bosch,K. 7 17 13 30 9-43 
Booker, D. 7 16 «#12 28 1-9 
Lohr, J. J, By 42121 3-10 
Slechta, J, 7 8 12 20 3-12 
Kelsay, C. 7 6 10 16 2-5 
Kaiser, L. 4 5 10 15 0 
TEAM STATISTICS NU 
Total Offensive Yards 3,495 
Plays 534 
Average Per Play 6.5 
Average Per Game 499.3 
Net Rushing Yards 2,800 
Attempts 427 
TDs Rushing 31 
Net Passing Yards 837 
Completions 52 
Average Per Pass 7.8 
Average Per Catch 16.1 
Average Per Game 119.6 
TDs Passing 
Sacks By-Yards 14-87 
Fumbles-Lost 11-2 
Penalties-Yards 48-398 
ii ist 2nd 3rd 4th 
Repning 87 97 57 77 


Opponents Vien eer 33 14 
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Tradition 


Begin a tradition with your family by 
visiting HuskersHQ.com after each game! 


HuskersHQ.com offers: 
¢ Interviews 
¢ Commentary 
¢ Forums 
¢ Statistics 
¢ Schedules 
BCS Rankings 


Don’t forget HuskersGear.com - our online mall 
with all your favorite Husker items! 


EVERYTHING HUSKER! 


ggHuskersHQ com 


NEW for 2000: Dress In Aloeor: Style 


* Football Silly Slammer $5.95 > V-Neck Sweater $44.95 
Plays school song & “GO BIG RED! All cotton jacquard knit sweater. Cream 


* White Banner $14.95 See ca sa etl cer 
28” x 40” banner w/ N-Huskers logo SEES AaTe AED ee aC 


100% Nylon for indoor/outdoor use > Red GoltJacket $59.95 
* 2001 Calendar $9.95 J Water repellant jacket with double collar 
16 month: Sep 2000 — Dec 2001 and embroidered logo. S- XXL 

* Replica Mini Helmets $24.95 > Red Sweatshirt SII.IS 
Both Riddell or Schutt Air Available ; Heavy-weight Russell Athletic sweatshirt 
* Window Clings $5.95 w/NEBRASKA across front. L, XL only 


Large 11” x 17” sheet of clings y 
Quality Products for LE$$ 


uit cur boro als Great Youth Selection: 
: me oe University Barbie $14.95 

od ENE AS Limited Edition by Mattel 

oF Husker Monopoly $14.95 
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Stadium Puzzle $14.95 


wow. JUST FOR FANS con | cerinirs oe 


Infant Onesie Set $12.95 


#1 Online Husker Store Includes bib and booties 


Infant Coverall $14.95 
WE SELL FOR LESS! Hair Bow or Scrunci $5.95 


Order Online or call 800-934-FANS Jr. Football or BB $8.95 
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V-Neck Scrub WwWww.vpsport.com 
Top and Pants 


Show your 
Huskers Pride 


Adult Apparel 
Available in Sizes 
S-XL (28-42) 
Top $28.95 
Bottom $26.95 
Set $44.95 


Call now to place your order 
or to receive your free brochure. 


Toll Free 1-877-499-5349 kx See ates 
Fax - 765-465-9128 , 
800-897-1127 


gottopaythatbillnow.com 


Pay bills online anytime, anywhere. 


Introducing 24-Hour Banker Online from First National 
Bank of Omaha. It’s simple and convenient to use — with a 
*% computer and an Internet connection, you can be online and 
in control in minutes! 
Use 24-Hour Banker Online to check account balances, 
deposits, withdrawals or transfer funds between accounts. of omaha 

You can even pay bills online with BillPay. We can’t think of an ekiner PaiG 

easier way to say banking than WWW.fnbomaha.com Investing in you. 


first national bank 
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Crucial Kick 


Rogers saved 
Huskers with 
51-yard field 
goal in his first 
varsity game 


By Mike 
Babcock 


f Paul Rogers had never 
kicked another field goal, 
his second at Nebraska 
might have been sufficient 
to earn him a special place 
in Cornhusker history. “I 
still hear from some of the 
old coaches that had I not 
made the kick against Wyoming, there 
might have been a big change,” he said 
recently. 

Nebraska defeated Wyoming 13-10 
in the 1968 opener at Memorial 
Stadium. And the margin of victory 
was a 51-yard field goal by Rogers with 
21 seconds remaining. 

He was a sophomore, playing in his 
first varsity game. 

And the field goal was a school- 
record distance. 

If the Cornhuskers had been forced 
to settle for a tie that afternoon, fans 
that were unhappy with head coach 
Bob Devaney might have been able to 
muster enough support to oust him. 

A 6-4 record in 1967, which would 
be duplicated in 1968, had galvanized 
Devaney’s critics and caused a petition 
calling for his firing to be circulated in 
Omaha. 

Times were suddenly tough in a 
program that Devaney had resurrected 
in dramatic fashion, beginning in 1962. 


Although his only game action was as a 
place-kicker, Paul Rogers played other 
positions in practice. He was a halfback 
as a sophomore and junior, then was 
moved to cornerback as a senior. 
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The 


First 


Seventh in a Series 


Thirty years have passed 
since Nebraska won its first 
official national title. And 
during those 30 years, 
Nebraska has finished atop 
the national rankings four 
more times, including three 
from 1994 to 1997. As the 
1970 season illustrates, 
championships can depend 
on luck as well as on prepa- 
ration and design. In a 12- 
part series, Huskers 
Illustrated takes a game-by- 
game look at the 1970 sea- 
son. 


To order by credit card, call: 


800-524-9527 I 


Women’s 


Elite Model - w/oiled leather strap - $75.95 


Game 7 


Nebraska 65, Oklahoma State 31 


Oct. 24, 1970 
Memorial Stadium 


(First Quarter) 
NU — Joe Orduna, 3-yd run (kick failed) 
OSU — Dick Graham, 98-yd kickoff return 
(Uwe Pruss kick) 
NU — John Adkins, 57-yd interception return 
(Orduna pass from Van Brownson) 

(Second Quarter) 

NU — Paul Rogers, 42-yd field goal 
NU — Guy Ingles, 40-yd pass from Brownson 
(Rogers kick) 
NU — Orduna, 2-yd run (Rogers kick) 
NU — Johnny Rodgers, 66-yd punt return 
(Rogers kick) 
NU — Rogers, 41-yd field goal 

(Third Quarter) 
OSU — Hermann Eben, 10-yd pass Tony Pounds 
(PAT failed) 
NU — Rogers, 38-yd field goal 
NU — Jeff Kinney, 2-yd run (Rogers kick) 

(Fourth Quarter) 

OSU — Eben, 35-yd pass from Pounds 
(PAT failed) 
NU — Woody Cox, 26-yd pass Jerry Tagge 
(Rogers kick) 
NU — John Decker, 73-yd interception return 
(Rogers kick) 


Score 


6-0 
6-7 


14-7 


41-7 


41-13 


44-13 
51-13 


51-19 


58-19 


65-19 


OSU — Graham, 13-yd pass Pounds (PAT failed) 65-25 
OSU — Graham, 84-yd pass Pounds (PAT failed) 65-31 


Huskers watches 


Quality components include Citizen® quartz movements. Water resistant with two year warranty. 
Elite watches packaged in tin gift box. Team watch packaged in tuck box. 


Elite Model - w/stainless steel bracelet - $79.95 


To order by mail, send check or money order to: Huskers Hate ria BOR PO Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 
Add $6.95 for ground S&H and 5% sales tax for NE residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Rush delivery normally available. 
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Proud to be your 
Husker Team Physicians 


CFI 


AND 
SPORTS MEDICINE, PC 


6940 Van Dorn, Suite 201 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506 
402-488-3322 


ATTENTION 
HUSKER FANS 


Orange Bowl 
Championship Game - January 3, 2001 


Place a $100 per person deposit on the Orange Bowl 
and receive a 100% refund if Nebraska does not play 
in the Orange Bowl. Please call for a free brochure. 
Individual tickets and complete packages are available. 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP 


Dec. 2 Kansas City 


Individual Tickets and hotel packages 


Place a $100 deposit and receive a 100% refund 
if Nebraska does not play in this game. 


DIAMOND TRAVEL 
1-602-870-9197 
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But “I didn’t sense any panic on the 
part of players or coaches,” said 
Rogers. 

Two seasons later, he and the other 
sophomores on the 1968 team formed 
the foundation for Nebraska’s first 
national championship team — with 
Devaney and staff intact. 

By the third game in 1970, following 
the 21-21 tie at USC, “we knew we had 
the talent. We knew we could get the 
job done,” Rogers said. “There wasn’t 
any thought that we would lose. 

“However many points we needed 
we'd get.” 

Including the Orange Bowl game 
victory against Louisiana State, Rogers 
accounted for 74 of the points during 
the 1970 national championship sea- 
son. He was second on the team to sen- 
ior I-back Joe Orduna, who scored 15 
touchdowns and one 2-point conver- 
sion for a total of 92 points. 

Sophomore wingback Johnny 
Rodgers was third with 11 touchdowns 
and 66 points. 

When he finished his career, Rogers 
held every Cornhusker place-kicking 
record, including the longest field goal 
in school history, a 55-yarder against 
Kansas in 1969. 

His record has been tied twice, by 
Billy Todd in 1977 and Chris Drennan 
in 1989. 

Rogers also set the school record for 
field goals in a game, kicking four in a 
45-6 victory against Georgia in the 1969 
Sun Bowl. 

That Rogers, who was from Rock 
Rapids, lowa, came to Nebraska was a 
matter of chance, literally. He nar- 
rowed his choices to the Cornhuskers 
and Colorado, with neither having an 
edge. 

The day he made his decision, he 
was shooting baskets in the backyard. 
His dad told him he needed to make a 
choice, so he told his dad to flip a coin: 
heads, Nebraska, tails, Colorado. 

The coin came up heads. And 
Rogers called Cornhusker assistant 
Carl Selmer to see if the scholarship 
offer still stood. Selmer said it did. So 
Rogers came to Nebraska. “True story,” 
he said. 

Rogers was an all-state running 
back in high school, and that’s the 
position for which the Cornhuskers 
recruited him. “I don’t think anybody 
knew I could kick the ball,” he said. 

He was a starting halfback on the 
freshman team and became the place- 
kicker just a few days before the first of 
four freshman games. Clete Fischer, the 
head freshman coach, announced that 
those interested in trying out for kicker 
should stay after practice. Rogers did, 


Paul Rogers kicked four field goals in the 1969 Sun Bowl against Georgia. 


and won the job. 

He kicked field goals of 37 and 49 
yards in the Red-White game in the 
spring. That and the Wyoming game in 
the fall “started to cement my duties as 
a kicker,” he said. 

He also won the third game of his 
sophomore year, kicking a 19-yard field 
goal with 1:32 remaining to defeat 
Minnesota at Minneapolis, 17-14. That 
victory was satisfying for two other 
reasons. 

One, his dad was a Minnesota grad- 
uate so he had grown up attending 
Minnesota-lowa games. And two, the 
Golden Gophers hadn't offered him a 
scholarship. Minnesota Coach Murray 
Warmath told him, “you're faster than 
most of the guys on my team, but 
you're not big enough.” 

After the 1968 game, Rogers 
recounted the experience for newspa- 
per reporters from Minneapolis-St. 
Paul. “It made headlines there,” he 
said. “I got a lot of self-satisfaction.” 

Rogers remained a halfback as a 
sophomore and junior, then was moved 
to cornerback as a senior because 
Devaney thought there was less chance 
he would suffer a knee injury there. 

He continued to play offense and 
then defense in practice. But during 
games he only kicked, despite regular- 
ly telling Devaney, “Coach, you gave 
me a scholarship. I really want to play.” 

His experience as a defensive back, 
however limited, might have helped 
him in his efforts to earn a job with the 
NFL's Pittsburgh Steelers as an eighth- 
round draft pick in 1971. 

“I thought I had made the team,” 
Rogers said. “I was counting my 
change.” 

But before the season began, the 
Steelers signed two-year veteran Roy 
Gerela, and the two kicked in a post- 
practice competition one day, under the 
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scrutiny not only of Coach Chuck Noll 
but also the owners, including Art 
Rooney Sr. and Art Rooney Jr. “It was 
close,” said Rogers. 

The next morning, however, when 
he arrived in the locker room before 
practice, he was told Noll wanted to 
see him. “Noll told me they would 
rather go with a veteran,” said Rogers. 

Gerela would be the kicker for three 
of the Steelers’ Super Bowl champi- 
onship teams. 

Rogers had returned to Nebraska to 


a 


> 
rt : 


+ & 


f 


pet! 


go back to school when the New York 
Giants contacted him the next season 
and offered him a free agent's contract. 
He flew to the Giants’ training camp, 
figuring he could win the job from 
incumbent Pete Gogolak, who was 
nearing the end of his career. 

What he didn’t know until he 
arrived was that Gogolak had a five- 
year, no-cut contract. And the 1972 sea- 
son would be the fifth year of that con- 
tact. After finding that out, Rogers 
went to Giants Coach Alex Webster 
and asked, “Why did you waste your 
money and my time?” 

“T don’t have to answer to you, 
Rogers,” Webster said. “Get out of my 
office.” 

Rogers had no further aspirations 
of playing professionally. 

He returned to the Midwest and 
after a brief time with IBM in 
Milwaukee came back to Nebraska. He 
now works in computer sales, with an 
office in Omaha. 

“I don’t remember details,” Rogers 
said of his Cornhusker career. “The 
thing I really remember is, we were a 
bunch of guys that started off as fresh- 
men and sophomores with 6-4 seasons 
and went from that to the national 
championship. That was the most sat- 
isfying part of the whole deal.” 
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idwest Largest 
Decorating 
Center 


Tretiak's has been 
providing the Midwest 
with the best in home 

decorating for 76 

years. We bring all 
the experience, 
service, huge selection 
and best prices to our 
location at 78th & L. 
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trusted to help you 
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decorating needs. 
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Senior 
Packs 


a Punch 


Behrends trying to 
be more consistent 
in final season 


By Todd Henrichs 


im Behrends has always 
been the Nebraska volley- 
ball player with a knock- 
out punch. 

Behrends hits what 
coaches call “a heavy ball,” just the 
kind of missile that still weighs heavy 
on the mind of Colleen Smith of Texas 
Tech. Smith, herself an imposing mid- 
dle blocker at 6-foot-7, crumpled when 
she was drilled in the head by a 
Behrends spike last season. 

“lll remember — that 
Behrends said. 

Even before arriving at Nebraska, 
Behrends was seen as a physical player 
whose attacks were powerful and diffi- 
cult to stop. But often, every kill has 
been followed by an attack error. 
Sometimes she is overaggressive, other 
times timid. 

Now a senior, Behrends is taking 
those jabs to heart and making strides 
as a more consistent player. By midsea- 
son, she had already played three full 
matches without an attack error and 
was averaging a career-best 2.07 kills 
per game. 

“That’s been one of my goals,” 
Behrends said. “I’m trying to make 
smarter shots and stay focused all the 
time.” 

A full-time starter for the first time, 
Behrends is finally meeting the high 
expectations that have followed her 
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forever,” 


Kim Behrends emerged as a team leader on the Huskers’ spring trip to China and is 
one of three captains this season. 


since high school. 

She played for her father Jim at 
Chappell, a small town in western 
Nebraska. Still, she was known to 
recruiters from coast to coast and fin- 
ished high school as a first team prep 
All-American. 

One publication made Behrends the 


runner-up to the national player of the 
year. 

Behrends, however, played her first 
season at NU as a walk-on. Coming off 
its 1995 national championship cam- 
paign, Nebraska was out of scholar- 
ships by the time she finally made her 
college decision. 


Behrends played little as a freshman 
but earned two starts as a sophomore 
and six as a junior. She often starred in 
practice but still struggled in games. 

The difference this season, Behrends 
said, is a relaxed attitude that comes 
with being the established starter at a 
position. The last three seasons, she 
tried hard to impress NU coaches, 
maybe too hard. 

“T did put a lot of pressure on 
myself, and at times, that kind of hurt 
my play rather than helped it,” she 
said. “I want perfect play, but that 
doesn’t happen. I still need to tell 
myself that sometimes.” 

Among the starters, Behrends is the 
least-efficient hitter on a Nebraska 
team headed for a record-breaking 
year offensively. But Nebraska Coach 
John Cook said she is performing well, 
pointing out that Behrends’ numbers 
are well ahead of what Nebraska got 
from its left-side hitters a year ago. 

Indeed that may be what separates 
this Nebraska team — a team that 
started 17-0 — from last year’s 
Huskers who struggled at times dur- 
ing the season. 

“Plus, | look at her serving and 


COLLE 


passing numbers, and she’s among the 
top two or three in those categories on 
our team,” Cook said. “She’s playing 
like a senior. You expect seniors to play 
consistently every night out and do 
those fundamental things well.” 

Behrends emerged as a team leader 
on the Huskers’ tour of China last 
spring and as a senior tri-captain is pic- 
tured on the cover of the Nebraska 
media guide this fall. 

It's a big responsibility, Behrends 
said, but one she appreciates. Up to 
this point in her career, Behrends had 
only been looked to as a spark plug, 
someone who could come off the 
bench and turn a game around with 


one swing. 
Belting Smith a year ago possibly 
turned around the season for 


Nebraska. At the time, the Huskers 
had already lost to Kansas State in con- 
ference play and were down a game on 
the road against the Red Raiders. 

“She was just in the wrong place at 
the wrong time,” Behrends recalled. 
“And she went tumbling.” 

Said Cook: “We just dominated 
from then on out.” 

Behrends, however, couldn't do it 
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every time she was called upon. 
Eventually, the weight of trying to 
come in cold and heat things up for 
Nebraska proved to be a burden. 

“Tt was kind of more pressure in a 
way because | knew I would come in in 
pressure situations and have to get a 
kill,” Behrends said. “Right now as a 
starter, I need to be out there all the 
time and always going. I'm a little 
more at ease. I know my role a little 
more. 

“You kind of get the rust off the first 
few points, and then you just go.” 

Behrends had a season-high 10 kills 
against Notre Dame, the very weekend 
that Nebraska proved it could be a 
national-title contender even without 
All-American Nancy Meendering in 
the lineup. 

Behrends added eight kills when 
NU knocked off preseason No. 1 UCLA 
and took over the top spot in the rank- 
ings. 

After several trying seasons, 
Behrends can’t think of a better way to 
end her career than trying to win a 
national title. 

“| kind of earned this, I think,” 
Behrends said. “This is my reward.” Hi 
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Rush Ends Need 
Speed, Athleticism 


Vanden Bosch 
knows tradition 
of his position 
at Nebraska 


By James Hale 


he Nebraska pass rush comes 

from a number of positions. 

When playing __ pressure 

defense, Nebraska is liable to 

bring linebackers, cornerbacks or a 

safety to get pressure on the quarter- 
back. 

However, what makes the 

Cornhuskers unique is that many 
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Nebraska Commitments for 2001 


Player 

Seppo Evwaraye 
Jared Helming 
Richie Incognito 
Mike McLaughlin 
Gary Pike 

Cory Ross 
Barrett Ruud 
Dan Stevenson 
Mike Stuntz 


Barrington, Ill. 


times, they can put pressure on the 
quarterback by just rushing the front 
four. The key to the Nebraska pass 
rush is the defensive end or, more 


325 Gateway Mall» (next to JCPenney) 


Lincoln, NE 6 
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508 = (402) 466-6505 


Hometown (school) Ht. Wt. 
Laurel (Laurel-Concord), Neb. 6-5 323 
Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 6-4 270 
Glendale (Mountain View), Ariz. 6-4 285 
Omaha (Millard North), Neb, 6-1 175 
Pueblo (Centennial), Colo. 6-5 275 
Denver (Thomas Jefferson), Colo. 5-9 182 
Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 6-2 220 


6-6 305 


Council Bluffs (St. Albert), lowa 180 


specifically, the rush end. 

Who plays rush end has become 
one of the biggest stories in college 
football. It is now a well-known posi- 
tion, and current starter Kyle Vanden 
Bosch has certainly carried on the tra- 
dition. An All-America candidate, 
Vanden Bosch understands what the 
position means to the Nebraska foot- 
ball team. 

“T know the tradition of the players 
that have played the position here,” 
Vanden Bosch said. “I also realize 
what is expected of players that play 
rush end. The player that plays this 
spot has to be an impact player, he has 
to have the ability to make big plays. 

“The defense expects you to be a 
force on the edge, and I am proud that 
I have had the opportunity to live up 
to those expectations.” 

Vanden Bosch came out of high 
school as a outside linebacker/defen- 
sive end type who became a legend in 
the Nebraska weight room and made 
himself into a 260-pound rush end. 

When Nebraska looks for the next 
Vanden Bosch or Grant Wistrom, it 
looks for athletes with size but more 
importantly great speed and athleti- 
cism. A big man who can run and cut 
is a must to play rush end at 
Nebraska. 

Keith Lipka (6-foot-5 and 265 
pounds, with 4.75 speed in the 40-yard 
dash) of Oak Creek, Wis., is consid- 
ered one of the top 10 defensive end 
prospects in the country. A 3-year 
starter, Kipka doubles as a tight end 
and plays quite a bit of offense, as his 


squad loves to run out of the two-tight 
end set. 

Lipka is also used to winning, as 
Oak Creek is ranked No. 1 in the state 
and rolling along at 7-0. 

Despite teams trying to run away 
from him, Lipka is playing great foot- 
ball with 30 solo tackles, seven fumble 
recoveries, three forced fumbles, four 
batted down passes and eight sacks. 
Lipka had a banner junior season, 
when he led the team with 83 total 
tackles and 17 sacks. 

“Teams are doing a lot of things this 
year to try to keep me from getting 
sacks,” Lipka said. “My teammate, 
Robert Taylor, is a Division I recruit as 
well, and we both play on the same 
side. I have to make a lot of plays from 
the backside, as teams don’t want to 
run right at me. I have good enough 
speed to run down running backs, or I 
would really be upset at the lack of 
competition. 

“Our opponents just don’t want to 
challenge me. I am going though a lot 
of cheap shots as well, and I have to 
stay poised so I don’t pick up a penal- 
ty.” 

Lipka can bench press 350 pounds 
and squat 410 and has a 26-inch verti- 
cal jump. He also qualified for the 
state meet in the shot put, with a 
throw of 51 feet, 5 inches. 

Lipka is starting to set visits, and he 
has a top five. 

“Minnesota, Nebraska, Illinois, 
Iowa and Purdue are recruiting me 
the hardest,” Lipka said. “I probably 
like Nebraska the best, and I would 
really enjoy the competition there, not 
only in just trying to get playing time, 
but also against the top opponents 
they play. It would be great to play at 
Nebraska and just tell everybody that 
I play for one of the top college foot- 
ball programs in the country. 

“T realize that I could go to 
Nebraska and not play for three years, 
and that would be an adjustment for 
me. However, I like the fact that in 
Nebraska, you concentrate on football 
and school, and that is it. That appeals 
to me. 

“While I like Nebraska the best, I 
am probably leaning —_ toward 
Minnesota because they have offered 
me, and Nebraska is still talking about 
it. I didn’t go to the Nebraska summer 
camp, and that is why they didn’t 
offer me. They haven’t seen me play 
that much. I am sure that an offer will 
come soon because all the other 
schools have offered.” 

James Head (6-5, 255, 4.61) of 
Miami (Southridge) is a dominating 
player out of Florida with a perfect 
blend of speed and power. Head’s 
best time in the 40 is 4.58, and he can 
bench 285 and squat 475. He averages 
20 points per game in basketball and 


Recruiting Notes 


Recruits Often 
Change Minds 


ootball recruiting changes so quickly that many times it is hard to 
catch up. 
Huskers Illustrated reported recently that All-America running 
back Seymore Shaw of Shawnee, Okla., had added Nebraska to his 
list and was going to visit Nebraska along with Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State. Now, Shaw says he will commit on Nov. 24 to either the Sooners or 
Cowboys, and our bet is it will be the Sooners. 

Rumors of Coach Bob Simmons firing at the end of the year are all but 
killing Oklahoma State’s recruiting. The Cowboys had three commitments 
at press time but aren’t doing anything in Oklahoma and are treading water 
with most prospects. 

Baylor also continues to lag in recruiting, with only two commitments. 
The Bears are showing up on the lists of about 15 top-100 Texas athletes, but 
that isn’t many when you consider Baylor has to make a living recruiting in 
Texas. 

— Texas Christian has decided to go head up with every other Division I 
Texas school for recruits. Of course, Texas is dominating in Texas, but TCU 
feels with its success this year it can match Texas A&M, Baylor, Texas Tech, 
Houston and even Oklahoma, which recruits very hard in Texas. 

— Speaking of Texas, the Longhorns landed another outstanding quar- 
terback prospect in Matt Nordgren (6-5, 230, 4.6) of Dallas (Bishop Lynch), 
Texas. Nordgren is rated as a top-20 quarterback nationally and a top-three 
quarterback in Texas. 

The question is why in the world would Nordgren go to Texas? The 
Longhorns already have a quarterback controversy between Major 
Applewhite and Chris Simms, and both return next year. Then, to add more 
intrigue to the question, redshirting for the Longhorns is Chance Mock, the 
No. 2 quarterback in the nation a year ago. 

“I know that Texas has great quarterbacks already on campus, but that 
didn’t stop them from being the best program for me,” Nordgren said. “You 
never know about the quarterback situation, and I want to redshirt my first 
year anyway. The Texas campus was just what I was looking for, and who 
plays quarterback in the future will work itself out.” 

Texas also added place-kicker Brian Bradford of Trinity Valley 
Community College, Texas, to run its oral commitments to 18. 

The Longhorns’ 63-14 loss to Oklahoma is causing some doubts among 
their recruits. All-America offensive lineman Jonathan Scott of Dallas 
(Carter), Texas, said he will now take some visits, and Nebraska is on his list 
of prospective colleges. Cornerback Aaron Ross of Tyler (John Tyler) now 
will visit Oklahoma, after the Sooner drubbing of the Longhorns. 

— Could All-American running back Cedric Benson of Midland (Lee), 
Texas, be going through a change of heart? Benson committed to the 
Longhorns last summer but now says he is considering taking visits to 
Notre Dame and Nebraska. 

— What is going on with Iowa State? The Cyclones were off to a 5-1 start 
and played Nebraska tough, yet they do not have an official commitment. 

— Talk about the wacky world of recruiting. Remember tight end Kellen 
Winslow Jr. of San Diego (Scripp Ranch), Calif., talking about the Big 12 and 
how he was strongly leaning to USC. Now, just a couple of weeks later, he 
is going to say on the West Coast and is a strong lean to UCLA, the arch-rival 
of USC. & 


throws the shot put in track. 
Southridge is always a good pro- 
gram in Florida, and this year is no 


exception, with a 4-1 record midway 
through the season. Head is averaging 
10 tackles and three sacks through 
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Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C, Pearle had a 


vision, So he started an optical company with 


from that simple dedication is 


| 
g 
: one goal...to help people see better. What grew 


o chain of the finest eyecare 


rs stores available throughout 
\ 
» America. 


In that time, we've made 


enormous investments to keep 
up with the rapid change in 
eyewear technology. From the 
latest in frames, lenses and 
coatings to the newest techniques for measuring 
eyes, our professionals update you on the most 


current eyecare information and products knowl 


1437 North Webb Road 1132 O Street 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308*382*9205 402°*476*7583 
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"One of the largest Husker websites and growing" 


T-SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS * POLOS * MUGS * WALLETS * 
CHECKBOOK COVERS * WATCHES * GLASSES * APRONS *® KEY 
RINGS * HATS * JERSEYS * LEATHER CHAIRS * TELEPHONES * 
PENS * MAIL BOXES * PAPER CUBES * TRASH CANS * 
NITELIGHTS * PENCILS * COLLECTIBLES * GOLF PUTTERS * 
DOOR MATS * FLAGS * HUSKER VIDEOS * BIRD HOUSES * 
PLAYING CARDS * SOUP BOWLS * CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS * 
BIBS * BABY BOTTLES * GOLF BALLS * RATTLES * CHECKERS ° 
ORNAMENTS * YO-YO'S * DOMINOS * TOY TRUCKS * PLOWS * 
TRACTORS * DOG JERSEYS * NAPKINS * PLASTIC CUPS ° 
HITCH COVERS * CANDLES * GOLF TOWELS * WINDSOCKS °¢ 
PLASTIC PLATES * PUTTER COVERS ® DRIVER COVERS * 


www.sportsv.com 


IT TOOK 35 YEARS 
TO WRITE THIS AD. 


Lincoln, NE 68508 


"Over 350 Husker items and growing..... 


edge available. At Pearle we've made sure 
you'll find professionals to assist you whose 


utmost concern is your satislaction, guaranteed 


All the way from the exams 
you receive to the lenses you 
need to the frames you select, 
In fact, we have put systems 
in place to ensure that our 
customers receive superior 
eyecore every day, and 
every time. 


Come into Pearle and see for 


yourself if this isn’t the best eyecare you've ever 
received. It took 35 years, bul we think you'll 


agree it was worth il. 


PEARLE VISION” 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402*489*9776 


Fearle, Pearle Vision Cantor, Pearle Vision Exgxon, Peart EyeTech Expren ond Eyy Buys ore mmgistered bodarsarks of Pearle Vition, tne © 1906 Pacnile V 
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those five games. He is still deciding 
what to do in recruiting and still con- 
sidering at least five schools and pos- 
sibly more. 

“T kind of have it down to Auburn, 
Miami, Florida State, Nebraska and 
South Carolina,” Head _ said. 
“However, I really haven't ruled any- 
body out. I like the Nebraska defense 
and how it is always attacking 
upfield. They are a very physical team 
and really chase after people. I even 
love how they still run option football 
on offense. I really don’t have a 
favorite at this point, but I think 
Auburn and Nebraska are my top two 
schools.” 

Mike Stegeman (6-5, 225, 4.8) of 
Chatam (Glenwood), IIL, is a top tal- 
ent out of the Big 10 area. A 3-year 
starter, Stezeman played linebacker 
his first two years, before moving to 
defensive end this season. Stegeman 
has also started at offensive tackle for 
three years, and a few colleges like 
him on offense. 

Stegeman has led Glenwood to a 6- 
1 record and said he is on pace to bet- 
ter his statistical totals of 138 tackles, 
106 solo stops, two sacks and two 
fumble recoveries. 

Stegeman can bench 275 and squat 
475 and has a 29-inch vertical jump. 

This past summer, Stegeman went 
to the Notre Dame and Illinois camps, 
and both teams offered at the camps. 
He is also looking at Purdue, 
Northwestern, Kentucky, Illinois 
State, Ohio State, Miami and 
Nebraska. 

Kaelen Jones (6-4, 260, 4.8) of 
Valencia, Calif., is a to-50 player in 
California and an athlete who has 
always been enamored with the Big 
12. Jones is averaging about seven 
tackles per game, after registering 
close to 100 stops a year ago. He put 
on 30 pounds during the offseason 
and said the weight lifting programs 
are one of the aspects that he likes 
about the Huskers. 

“T think Nebraska has everything 
that a player could want to help him 
become a better football player,” Jones 
said. “They have great coaches, a great 
weight program, super academics and 
great fan support. Nebraska would be 
a great place to play college football.” 

Jones likes UCLA, USC, Texas, 
Nebraska and Notre Dame as his top 
five schools. Jones said he probably 
won't visit UCLA and USC and said 
that he is still waiting for Nebraska to 
officially offer. 

Jermaine Carlyle (6-2, 235, 4.6) of 
Rockledge, Fla., is top player who reg- 
istered 100 tackles last year and 
earned first team all-state honors. 
Miami, Florida State, Michigan, 
Nebraska, Ohio State, Florida and 
Tennessee are his top schools. 
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HUSKERNUTZ 


DO YOU TAKE ONLY IF HE REMEMBERED IDEAS? 
THiS MAN To BE JO TAPE THE NEBRASKA DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
\ 


FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 
YOUR HUSBAND, ees pikes . : ee IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE YOU 
| ove 


CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN AUTO- 
GRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT OF YOUR 
HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 


SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CARTOONS, 
3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, LINCOLN, NE 
68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


OCT. 21 CROSSSWORD SOLUTION 


° THANKS TO © 


JOHN RONCO 


WHITEHALL, PA 


SOMETIMES, CERTAIN EVENTS CAN'T BE 
RESCHEDULED. EVEN ON HUSKER GAME DAYS. 
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LINDLEY CLOTHING 


When it comes to casual, 
we're not casua about quality! 


Your Travel Agent for 
Hunting and Fishing in 
Nebraska 


ome. Sportswear: For over 60 years, 
Hunt & Fish ¢ Nautica * Axis our family has provided 
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your grand-father, with 
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It is our mission to help set up trips ota es we've. changed with you. 
for the outdoorsman. The only ,* Gitman Bros. * Ike Behar 
requirement is to have fun on your 
trip. For a complete list of packaged 
trips, check out: 


We're proud of our 
longstanding relationship 


_ with your family 
and look forward to serving 
you for years fo come. 


707:N. 132nd Street, 
Omaha, NE 
For questions or to order a cus- (132nd & Dodge) 


tomized trip by phone call: 402-491-4000 
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Ready 
To Go 


“Very energetic’ Huskers 
turn attentions to Oklahoma 


A NEWSPAPER REPORTER from 
Oklahoma City asked Nebraska Coach 
Frank Solich to assess his team following its 
59-0 victory against Baylor. The reporter 
wanted to know if the shutout of Baylor and 
a 56-3 victory at Texas Tech the previous 
week indicated that the Cornhuskers were 
peaking at the right time of the season or 
that Baylor and Texas Tech were simply not 
very good. 

The reporter attended the Nebraska-Baylor game to do 
interviews for stories previewing the Cornhuskers’ national- 
ly televised game against Oklahoma at Norman on Saturday. 

Solich might have misinterpreted the question. “You've 
still got to line up. You’ve got to put points on the board. 
You've got to stop people from putting points on the board,” 
he replied. 

“We have no control over who we're lining up against. | 
do feel that we've been improving every week. And that’s 
what we set out to do. There is no question that Texas Tech 
and Baylor did not test us these past two weeks. But we have 
a tested team. And we have athletes that will 
respond. 

“So I don’t have any question about us being a 
good football team. Just how good, we'll probably 
see next week because Oklahoma is an outstand- 
ing team.” 

The reporter conceded the point. “I'm not ques- 
tioning if you're good or not,” he said. 

“I'm not questioning that you’re questioning,” 
Solich said, eliciting laughter from the other 
reporters in the South Stadium lounge. “Do I 
think we're peaking? It would appear that way.” 

Solich then explained why he had provided an 
extended answer to the original question. 

“You can't have it both ways,” he said. “You've 
either got to look at the opponent or you've got to look at us 
peaking. And I’m going to look at it (that) we're peaking.” 

Nebraska took control of the Baylor game so quickly that 
many in a Memorial Stadium crowd of 77,959 were probably 
looking ahead to the high-scoring Sooners by halftime. 

The Oklahoma game, like those in the not-too-distant 
past, could be a preview of the Big 12 playoff, and more 
importantly, will have significant national championship 
implications. 

The Cornhuskers appear to be ready for such a game. 
“There’s no fear,” Solich said. “We feel that we've been test- 
ed. We feel that we've come across some very good football 
teams in the course of the season. So I've got no concern 
about where we're at on that end of it. They will respond.” 

He emphasized “will.” Even though reserves played 
much of the Baylor game, “we know where we're at with our 
first-team players,” he said. “And | think just (watching) 
from the sideline, they did an awful lot of good things early 
in the ball game. We seem to be a team that’s ready to play. 

“They're ready to go. They’re very enthused right now, at 
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Coach Frank Solich 
says he thinks his 
team is peaking. 


this point in the season.” 

Nebraska certainly seems more enthusiastic now than it 
did early in the season. 

The players are “very energetic,” said Solich. “And it’s not 
been an easy season. I wish I had that energy right now. They 
want to play some football. So I expect that we'll play very 
well.” 

Optimism permeated the Cornhuskers’ post-Baylor inter- 
views. 

The defense continued to show improvement. “There 
aren’t nearly as many mental assignment busts,” defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl said. “That’s positive. That creates 
much more confidence. 

“It’s been coming along in practice. It’s been coming along 
in games. 

“It’s just been a step-by-step, day-by-day and game-by- 
game progress. And I think we made another step today, got 
a little better. But there are always things we can continue to 
work on.” 

Nebraska also came away from the Baylor game without 
any new injuries. And with a 38-0 lead, Solich was able to 
take quarterback Eric Crouch out of the game after 
the first quarter. 

“I feel great,” said Crouch. “I probably felt the 
healthiest (in the game) I have all year, and that 
just comes down to getting a little break last week 
and a big break this week.” 

Redshirted freshman Jammal Lord took over in 
the third quarter of the Texas Tech game, and as a 
result, “I probably moved in practice the best I 
have in about two or three weeks,” Crouch said. 

The offensive line turned in another dominat- 
ing performance. 

“They did a great job,” said Crouch. “After you 
score a few touchdowns, you get the sense that 
you can probably run anything you want, and 
that’s the way we like it. The offensive line has shown 
throughout the year that they can dominate a game. And 
we've always said the game is won in the trenches. 

“T just give a lot of praise to them. I can’t credit them 
enough.” 

When Solich opened up his interview for questions, the 
first related to Oklahoma. 

“They have really excellent team speed, and that’s on both 
sides of the ball and also in the kicking game,” he said. “And 
they have the right quarterback to run their offense.” 

The Sooners’ Josh Heupel is “a tremendous player,” he 
said. “I don’t think there’s anyone better in terms of getting 
the ball where it needs to get . . . they have the whole pack- 
age offensively.” 

But Solich is confident that Nebraska does, too. “I think 
we're playing very good ball right now, in all three phases 
ourselves,” he said. “We're ready to play a very good football 
game.” 

The Cornhuskers are peaking, regardless of the opposi- 
tion. 


Celebrate Christmas 2000 with... 


NEBRASKA. SANTA 


An enchanting 
hand-painted 
Christmas sculpture 
brimming with 
charming details and 
Cornhusker’ pride. 
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With a jolly “ho, ho, ho!” and a “go team go!” 

Santa is ready to cheer the Nebraska Cornhuskers 
on to victory. Yes, that’s right—jolly old St. Nick 
wears the team colors of red and white ‘cause he’s 
Nebraska proud. 


Now, you can cele- 
brate Christmas 2000 
with Nebraska Santa... 
a meticulously crafted, 
hand-painted sculpture 
overflowing with Big 
Red pride. 


All the true-to-life Brimming with 
colors are skillfully pride and 

hand painted. i 

1and painted. holiday spirit! 


Nebraska Santa is absolutely bursting with school 
and holiday spirit. Santa’s carrying a Nebraska 
tote bag, a team pennant...and, of course, 

his sack full of toys. And who better to keep him 
company at the big game than Lil’ Red? Nebraska’s 
beloved mascot! 

Each sculpture is meticulously crafted of 
cold-cast porcelain, a special blend of powdered 
porcelain and resin prized for its ability to capture 

- the finest details. Skilled artisans then hand paint 


we nee ene e tenn ---- RESERVATION APPLICATION ~==========-=--=4 
The Danbury Mint Send; 
47 Richards Avenue no money 
P.O. Box 4940 now. 


Norwalk, CT 06857 


YES! Please reserve Nebraska Santa for me as described 
in this announcement. 


Name 


(Please print clearly.) 


Address = 


City 


State Zip- 


Signature 


{All orders subject to acceptance.) 


Allow 2 to 4 weeks after 
initial payment for shipment. CSF8N740 


every sculpture with brilliant holiday colors, 
from the cuddly teddy bear in Santa’s sack of 
toys, to his red-and-white Nebraska sweatshirt. 


Attractively priced; 
satisfaction guaranteed. 


Nebraska Santa is officially licensed by The 
University of Nebraska and available exclusively 
from the Danbury Mint. It is an exceptional 
value at just $75, payable in two convenient 
monthly installments of $37.50 (plus a total of $9 for shipping and han- 
dling). Order Nebraska Santa at no risk. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 
If, for any reason, you are not thrilled with your sculpture, return it 
within 30 days for replacement or refund. To ensure the earliest 

possible delivery of the Cornhuskers’ #1 fan, return the Reser- URE 
vation Application today! . 


Even the cuddly teddy 
bear in Santa’s sack 
is exquisitely detailed. 
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This shirt has the Nebraska logos doe This shirt is 100% 
sewn all over it to show a pre-shrunk 
your Husker Spirit. combed cotton. 
A very popular WW a : y/ Available in: 
choice for the lady Med-XL $39.95 
Husker fan. : P 4 XXL $44.95 
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mo My This is a fun way to dress the “Future 
“Gy Husker Fans”. Great for boys or girls. 
Machine washes very good too! 
Sizes: 0-6 mo. $22.99 
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‘ ani 18-24 mo. 
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This sturdy Visit Our New Website 


metal mailbox will 
withstand all four 
seasons and is a great way 
to show your “Husker 
Pride Nation Wide”. 
$39.95 


polyester flag. This 


pride for the Best 
Defense in America 
has a sleeve on top 
a wooden flag pole 
and easy hanging. 
$38.95 
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84th & W. Center Road 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 255-0058 
(Canfield Plaza) } 


YOUR NEBRASKA 


“Be A Husker Hound All Year Round” 


100% water resistant 


great way to show your 


HEADQUARTERS 


Hots 


This is a great look for 


wuww.huskerhound.com 
For Our Complete Line 
Of Husker Items!! 


There’s Something For Everyone!! 


These 12" magnets will 
stick to your car doors to 
deck your vehicle out 
and show your 


isa 


“Big Red Spirit”. 
! It Available in: 
for Blackshirts or the 
“N” Husker logo 
design. 
$12.99 ea. 


132nd & W. Center Road 
Omaha, NE 68144 

(402) 758-0207 

(Baker's Square) ‘ 
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Fourth quarter. 11 seconds on the clock. 
Big Red needs a 52-yard field goal. 


Thankfully, 
our adidas® Coaches Polos keep the heat off. 


Comfortable cotton/polyester blend. M L XL 2XL $55 


Try them on for size. 


adidas® Coaches Caps for the level-headed. NV 
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For The Greatest Fans In The Country 


625 Stadium Drive Store Hours: Monday-Friday 9-6, Saturday 10-5 * Parking available on non-game Saturdays. Call 1-800-965-8674 for a FREE Huskers Authentic catalog. 


